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ROBERT  DINWIDDIE  & Co.  Ltd..  PRINTERS  and  LITHOGRAPHERS 


STAFF,  1959 


(1)  Medical  Staff. 

County  Medical  Officer  and  Chief  Social  Welfare  Officer. 

SAMUEL  KENNEDY  DRAINER,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  and  School  Medical  Officers. 

AGNES  F.  TURNER,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

ANDREW  T.  BOWIE,  m.b.,  ch.b.  (Resigned  15/10/59). 

RAYMOND  G.  ISAAC,  m.r.c.s.,l.k.c.p.  (Appointed  1/4/59; Resigned 9 9/59), 
DAVID  A.  PLAYER,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h.  (Appointed  10/10/59). 

(2)  Dental  Staff. 

Chief  Dental  Officer. 

WILLIAM  C.  S.  CHRYSTIE,  l.d.s.,  r.f.p.s.  (Glas.)  (Died  16/4/59). 
JAMES  M.  CRINGEAN,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s.  (Appointed  16/7/59). 

Dental  Officers. 

AGNES  J.  DALZIEL,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s. 

ROBERT  CARSON,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s. 

JAMES  M.  CRINGEAN,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s.  (Resigned  15/7/59). 

Dental  Attendants. 

MARION  JOHNSTONE  (Resigned  15/3/59). 

RUTH  MELVILLE. 

ELIZABETH  ROXBURGH  (Resigned  15/3/59). 

IRENE  COLE. 

SANDRA  WAUGH  (Appointed  23/3/59). 

PATRICIA  IRVING  (Appointed  14/4/59). 

(3)  Laboratory  Staff. 

Chemist. 

PETER  HOLLIDAY,  b.sc.,  a.r.i.c.  (Resigned  31/1/59). 

(4)  County  Nursing  Staff. 

County  Nursing  Superintendent. 

JEMIMA  EWART,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.,  q.i.d.n. 

Health  Visitors. 

MARGARET  B.  LOCKHART,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v. 

ELLEN  JOHNSTONE,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.,  q.i.d.ic. 

MORAG  M'LEAN,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.,  q.i.d.n. 

1'uherculosis  Health  Visitor. 

JESSIE  M.  BERRY,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.  (Retired  15/1/59). 

MARGARET  BLACK,  r.g.n.,  Part  I c.M.B.,  h.v.,  Trop.  Diseases 

(Appointed  19/1/59). 


School  Health  Visitors. 

GWENDOLINE  BIGGAR,  r.g.n..  Part  I c.m.b.,  h.v. 
ANNIE  M'QUEEN,  r.g.n.,  r.f.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.,  h.v. 


District  Nursing  Sisters. 


CHRISTINA  MACDONALD,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  Annan. 
MARGARET  HARDIE,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  t.a.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  Annan. 

(Transferred  to  Middlebie  25/11/59). 
J.  RAMAGE,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  r.f.n.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  ...  Annan. 

(Appointed  14/10/59). 

JANE  N.  BOYD,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  ...  Canonbie. 

CATHERINE  P.  C.  BANNERMAN,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  Carrutherstown. 
ELSIE  B.  WOOD,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  ...  Dumfries  Land- 

ward. 


AGNES  DECHMAN,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  ...  Dunscore. 

(Resigned  15/2/59). 

S.  ARBUCKLE,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.,  h.v.  ...  ...  Dunscore. 

(Transferred  from  Middlebie  28/2/59). 
J.  REID,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Eskdale. 

M.  INNES,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  ...  ...  Eskdale. 

SARAH  R.  YOUNG,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  r.f.n.,  h.v.,  q.i.d.n.  Glencaim. 
MARGARET  SCOTT,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  r.s.c.n.,  q.i.d.n.,  h.v.  Hoddom. 

ANNIE  MACDONALD,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  Kirkconnel. 

SARAH  SCULLION,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  r.m.n.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  Kirkconnel. 

(Transferred  from  Eastriggs  1/10/59). 
J.  JAFFREY,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  ...  ...  Kirkmahoe. 

CATHERINE  QUINN,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  Lochmaben. 

MARGARET  M‘KELVIE,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  Lockerbie. 
MARY  J.  NUTTER,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  ...  Lockerbie. 

SARAH  SCULLION,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  r.m.n.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  Eastriggs. 

(Transferred  to  Kirkconnel  1/10/59). 
J.  MACKIE,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  ...  ...  Eastriggs. 

(Appointed  1/10/59). 

EMILY  MURRAY,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  r.m.n.  ...  ...  Gretna. 

S.  ARBUCKLE,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.,  h.v.  ...  ...  Middlebie. 

(Transferred  to  Dunscore  28/2/59). 


MARGARET  HARDIE,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  t.a.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  Middlebie. 

(Transferred  from  Annan  25/11/59). 
MARYr  J.  MACDONALD,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  Moffat. 

RUTH  YOUNG,  r.g.n.,  r.s.c.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.,  q.i.d.n.  ...  Sanquhar. 

MARY  HARKNESS,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n Penpont. 

MABEL  JOHNSTON,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  r.f.n.,  h.v.,  q.i.d.n.  Thornhill. 
JESSIE  MTVOR,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.,  h.v.  ...  Tinwald. 

R.  M'DOUGALL,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  Wanlockhead. 


Relief  District  Nursing  Sisters. 

J.  MACKIE,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  (Transferred  to  Eastriggs  1/10/59). 
MARY  HAMILTON,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  (Resigned  15/7/59). 

H.  G.  BURGESS,  r.g.n.,  s.c.m.,  q.i.d.n.  (Appointed  8/10/59). 


(6)  Midk  and  Dairies  Staff. 

Dairy  Inspector. 

DONALD  MACDONALD,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Aasoo.  Scot. 
Milk  Officers. 

GWENDOLINE  CALVERT  (Resigned  24/10/59). 
DOROTHY  M‘LEAN. 

GRACE  DAVIDSON. 

SHEENA  M'LEAN  (Appointed  16/11/59). 


(6)  Local  Government  Officers. 


ROBERT  BELL  

JOHN  JACKSON,  Cert.  Roy.  San. 
Assoc.  Scot. 

ROBERT  HASTINGS  

JAMES  SIMMONS  

D.  A.  HAMILTON  


Headquarters  and  Dumfries  District. 

Thornhill  and  Sanquhar  Districts. 
Annan  and  Gretna  Districts. 
Lockerbie,  Langholm  and  Moffat 
Districts. 

Kirkconnel  District. 


(7)  Sanitahy  Inspectors. 

County  Sanitary  Inspector. 

JOHN  S.  BERRY,  m.r.s.h. 

Depute  County  Sanitary  Inspector. 

WILLIAM  HYSLOP,  m.r.s.h. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

JAMES  MAIR,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

WILLIAM  MOLLISON,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

IAN  TAIT,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

ROBERT  MARCHBANK,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 
WALLACE  LOCKERBIE,  M.R.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

Meat  Detention  Officer. 

WILLIAM  G.  M'GINILY,  Det.  Off.  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

(Appointed  1/8/59). 

Pest  Control  Officer. 

WILLIAM  G.  M'GINILY  (Resigned  31/7/59). 

JAMES  KIRKPATRICK  (Appointed  13/7/59). 

Slaughterhouse  Superintendent. 

JOHN  FINGLAND. 


(8)  Office  Staff. 


(a)  Health  Department. 


J ANET  COLLO W,  Supervisor 
MAISIE  BOGLE,  Typist. 

CHRISSIE  MURRAY,  Typist. 

Mrs  H.  STEELE. 

LORRAINE  CUMMING,  Typist. 

DOROTHY  DICKSON,  Typist  (Resigned  15/9/59). 
MARY  M'CALL,  Typist. 


ELIZABE1H  RODGERS,  Typist  (Resigned  15/1/59). 
MADELEINE  NAPIER,  Typist. 

ROSEMARY  HODGE,  Typist  (Appointed  19/1/59). 
BERYL  JOYCE,  Typist  (Appointed  5/10/59). 

MRS  J.  SCOTT,  Typist. 


Welfare  Foods  Distributor. 
GRACE  DRYSDALE. 


(b)  Social  Welfare  Department. 

1REDA  M'KEAN,  Typist  (Resigned  14/11/59). 
.MARGARET  ELLIOT,  Typist  (Appointed  9/11/59). 


To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  County  of  Dumfries  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1959.  There  is  included  a Report  on  the  School  Health 
Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1959. 

I should  like  to  record  my  gratitude  to  members  of  the 
County  Council  for  their  continued  interest  and  to  the  staff  of 
the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  service  during  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  K.  DRAINER, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


County  Buildings 
Dumfries. 
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REPORT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in  the 
County  Landward  and  Small  Burghs  at  the  middle  of  1959  is  as. 


follows  : — 

(a)  Count}7  Landward  ...  ...  ...  ...  45,940 

(b)  Small  Burghs — Annan  ...  ...  5,275 

Sanquhar  ...  ...  ...  2,506 

Lochmaben  ...  ...  ...  1,228 

Lockerbie  ...  ...  ...  2,661 

Moffat  ...  ...  ...  2,027 

Langholm  ...  ...  ...  2,335 


Total  61,972 


This  is  an  increase  of  173  as  compared  with  the  estimate  for  1958. 

Marriages 

Five  hundred  and  ninety-six  marriages  were  registered,  giving 
a marriage  rate  of  9.6  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 


Births 


The  births,  corrected 

for  transfers,  were 

— 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Illegitimate 

(a)  County  Landward  826 

455 

371 

45 

(b)  Small  Burghs  : — 

Annan  ... 

127 

69 

58 

4 

Sanquhar 

42 

22 

20 

3 

Lochmaben 

29 

21 

8 

— 

Lockerbie 

46 

25 

21 

2 

Moffat  ... 

22 

11 

1 1 

2 

Langholm 

38 

24 

14 

2 

Total 

1130 

627 

503 

58 

2 


The  birth-rate  of  18.2  is  the  highest  recorded  for  many  years. 
The  average  birth-rates  since  1900  have  been  as  follows  : — 


1901-1910  23.43 

1911-1920  22.04 

1921-1930  21.50 

1931-1940  15.96 

1941-1950  17.99 

1951-1959  16.99 


The  Scottish  birth-rate  was  19.1 


Illegitimate  Births 

The  illegitimate  births  amounted  to  5.1  per  cent  of  the  total 
births.  The  corresponding  figure  for  Scotland  was  4.2  per  cent. 


Still-Births 

There  were  33  still-births,  giving  a still- birth  rate  of  28  per 
1,000  total  births.  The  still-birth  rate  for  Scotland  was  22. 


Deaths 


There  were  750  deaths  (397  males,  353  females).  The  death 
rate,  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  was  11.0,  compared 
with  the  Scottish  rate  of  12.1. 


The  average  death  rates  since  1900  are  as  follows  : — 


1901-1910  

..  15.24 

1911-1920  



..  13.09 

1921-1930  

..  12.0 

1931-1940  

..  12.6 

1941-1950  

..  11.6 

1951-1959  

...  • • • . 

..  10.6 

The  principal  causes  of  death 

n order  of  prevalence  were  : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Diseases  of  the  heart 

138 

127 

265 

Cancer 

76 

61 

137 

Apoplexy  ... 

61 

66 

127 

Diseases  of  respiratory  system 

22 

21 

43 

Diseases  of  digestive  system 

13 

4 

17 

Road  accidents  ... 

10 

2 

12 

Accidents  in  the  home  . . . 

2 

4 

6 

Infantile  Mortality 

Of  the  750  deaths,  33  were  of  children  under  the  age  of  one 
year.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  29  per  1 ,000  live  births. 
The  corresponding  rate  for  Scotland  was  28. 

Twenty-three  of  these  deaths  took  place  within  the  first  month 
of  life  and,  indeed,  13  took  place  within  the  first  day.  The  peri- 
natal mortality  rate  was  48. 

The  averages  of  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  Dumfriesshire 
since  the  beginning  of  the  century  are  as  follows  : — 


1901-1910  94 

1911-1920  83 

1921-1930  72 

1931-1940  09 

1941-1950  51 

1951-1959  27 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Seven  persons  (2  males,  5 females)  died  of  tuberculosis.  One 
female  died  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis,  the  others  of  respira- 
tory disease. 


Deaths  from  Cancer 

There  were  137  deaths  from  cancer  (70  males,  01  females)  as 
compared  with  108  in  the  previous  year.  Twenty  of  the  deaths 
(17  males,  3 females)  were  from  cancer  of  the  lung. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1947 
1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

Ante-natal  care  was  given  in  domiciliary  cases  by  all  the 
district  nursing  sisters  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  family 
doctors.  In  a number  of  areas  the  general  practitioner  holds  ante- 
natal sessions  at  his  own  surgery  and  at  these  the  district  nursing 
sisters  are  in  attendance.  Ante-natal  care  was  afforded  to  202 
mothers,  and  902  visits  were  paid  by  the  nursing  staff  who  subse- 
quently attended  the  births  as  maternity  nurses. 

Three  ante-natal  clinics  were  held  throughout  the  year,  at 
Annan,  Kelloholm  and  Langholm.  As  before,  medical  carp  was 
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given  by  the  medical  staff  of  Cresswell  Maternity  Hospital  and 
members  of  the  Council’s  nursing  staff  were  in  attendance. 

Instruction  in  mothercraft  continues  to  be  given  at  the 
clinics  by  the  nurses  in  attendance. 

The  numbers  of  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  are  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Clinic 

Ante-natal 

Post-natal 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

Annan 

217 

1226 

1443 

157 

5 

162 

Langholm  . . . 

43 

76 

119 

30 

30 

Kelloholm  . . . 

115 

533 

648 

101 

101 

Totals  for  1959 

375 

1835 

2210 

288 

5 

293 

Totals  for  1958 

430 

1733 

2163 

290 

16 

306 

(b)  Child  Welfare 

Twelve  child  welfare  centres  were  operated  throughout  the 
year.  Attendances  at  these  centres  are  shown  in  the  following 
tables  : — 


UNDER  1 YEAR 


First  Subsequent 

Centre  Visits  Visits  Total 


Annan  (Town  Hall)  ...  ...  57 

Annan  (Springbells)  75 

Brydekirk  ...  ...  ...  40 

Catherinefield*  ...  ...  ...  g7 

Canonbie...  ...  ...  ...  jg 

Ecclefechan  ...  ...  ...  270 

Eastriggs  ...  ...  ...  32 

Gretna  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Kirkconnel  ...  ...  ...  281 

Lockerbie  ...  ...  ...  45 

Langholm  ...  ...  ...  4g 

Sanquhar  ...  ...  ...  39 

666 

732 

91 

511 

51 

23 

409 

352 

765 

533 

912 

337 

723 

807 

131 

598 

66 

193 

441 

387 

946 

578 

958 

376 

Totals  for  1959  ...  822 

5382 

6204 

Totals  for  1958  ...  721 

5376 

6087 

* transferred  to  Locharbriggs  Hall  3/12/59. 

1-5  YEARS 


Centre 

First 

Visits 

1 Subsequent 
Visits 

Total 

Annan  (Town  Hall) 

40 

128 

168 

Annan  (Springbells) 

27 

251 

278 

Brvdekirk 

— 

62 

62 

Catberinefield*  ... 

32 

80 

112 

Canonbie... 

— 

15 

15 

Ecclefechan 

20 

160 

180 

Eastriggs 

30 

200 

230 

-Gretna  ... 

25 

234 

259 

Kirkconnel 

32 

324 

356 

Lockerbie 

20 

190 

210 

Langholm 

67 

362 

429 

Sanquhar 

6 

35 

41 

Totals  for  1959 

... 

299 

2041 

2340 

Totals  for  1958 

264 

1701 

1965 

♦Transferred  to  Locharbriggs  Hall  3/12/59. 


In  addition,  14,311  domiciliary  visits  were  paid  to  children 
under  one  year  and  13,548  visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of 
one  and  five  years. 

Routine  examinations  for  the  presence  of  phenylketonuria 
were  begmi  during  the  year.  It  is  hoped  thereby  to  recognise  at  a 
very  early  and  treatable  stage  the  metabolic  disturbance  that 
can,  in  rare  cases,  result  in  mental  deficiency. 

Members  of  the  nursing  staff  were  instructed  in  measures  to 
be  taken  to  avoid  cold  injury  in  very  young  infants. 

(c)  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

There  are  32  distributing  centres  scattered  throughout  the 
County,  almost  all  of  them  operated  by  voluntary  workers  to 
whom  a debt  of  gratitude  is  due. 

The  amounts  of  food  distributed  are  shown  in  the  following 
table,  together  with  the  corresponding  numbers  for  the  previous 


1959 

1958 

National  dried  milk  ... 

34,730 

35,804  tins. 

Cod  liver  oil 

3,040 

3,087  bottles. 

Vitamin  tablets 

1,134 

1,050  bottles. 

Orange  juice 

17,334 

16,447  bottles. 

(d)  Dental  Care 

It  has  still  not  been  possible  to  undertake  the  dental  care  of 
mothers  or  young  children. 


2.  Use  of  Clinic  Premises  by  General  Practitioners  and  Hospital 

Board  Staff 

The  Council’s  clinic  premises  at  Kirkconnel,  Annan  and 
Eastriggs  continue  to  be  used  by  general  practitioners  and  the 
medical  and  auxiliary  staffs  of  both  Hospital  Boards  of  Manage- 
ment in  the  area.  At  Sanquhar,  the  Council’s  child  welfare  centre 
is  at  the  general  practitioner’s  surgery. 

3.  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

As  in  previous  years,  domiciliary  midwifery  was  practised  by 
all  the  district  nursing  sisters  though  none  was  called  upon  to 
take  sole  charge  of  a confinement. 

The  number  of  births  taking  place  in  the  area  was  278.  Of 
these,  199  took  place  at  home,  67  at  Moffat  Cottage  Hospital  an  1 
14  at  a private  nursing  home  in  Annan. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  attendance  at  the- 
domiciliary  confinements  : — 


Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23(2)  Other 
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The  proportion  of  institutional  births  continues  to  rise  each 
year.  Of  the  1,130  births  assigned  to  Dumfriesshire,  82.6  per  cent 
took  place  in  institutions  and  17.4  at  home.  The  corresponding; 
figures  in  the  previous  year  were  81  and  19.  There  was  no  difficulty 
at  any  time  in  securing  the  admission  of  an  expectant  mother  to 
hospital. 

All  the  district  nursing  sisters  have  been  instructed  in  the  use 
of  gas  and  air  and  of  trilene  for  analgesia  in  childbirth.  All  mid- 
wives have  been  equipped  with  Minnett  apparatus  for  the  admin- 
istration of  gas  and  air,  and  six  trilene  inhalers  are  available. 

Analgesia  was  administered  in  domiciliary  cases  as  follows  : — 
Gas  and  air  analgesia  ...  ...  ...  107 

Trilene  analgesia  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Pethidine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Maternity  units  were  supplied  to  all  mothers  being  confined 
at  home. 

There  were  no  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
under  Section  14(2)  of  the  Midwives’  (Scotland)  Act,  1951. 

Three  members  of  the  nursing  staff  attended  a refresher 
course  for  midwives  and  district  nurses. 

4.  Health  Visiting 

Health  visiting  in  the  rural  areas  is  carried  out  by  the  district 
nursing  sisters.  Every  encouragement  continues  to  be  given  to 
members  of  the  nursing  staff  to  take  the  Health  Visitor’s  Training. 
In  the  more  populous  areas  of  Kirkconnel,  Annan,  Eastriges  and 
Gretna,  health  visiting  is  undertaken  by  full-time  health  visitors. 
Ihe  work  of  the  tuberculosis  health  visitor  covers  the  whole 
County . It  is  significant  that  the  only  satisfactorily  integrated 
service  is  that  given  to  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  for 
the  reason  that  the  health  visitor  is  acceptable  to  the  chest 
hospital  and  the  general  practitioners. 


Home  visits  made  by  the  health 

visitors  are  as  follows  : — 

Expectant  Mothers  : — 

1959 

1 958 

First  visits 

202 

214 

Total  visits 

902 

909 

Children  under  1 year  : — 
First  visits  ' ... 

1,329 

1,148 

Total  visits 

...  14,311 

1 1 ,039 

Children  1-5  years  : — 

1959 

1958 

First  visits 

...  1,404 

1,840 

Total  visits 

...  13,548 

12,762 

Patients  over  65  years  : — 
First  visits 

414 

387 

Total  visits 

...  2,106 

2,215 

It  is  proposed  to  place  more  emphasis  in  future  on  advisory 
visits  to  old  people. 

5.  Home  Nursing 

A new  nursing  district  at  Kirkconnel  was  created  during  the 
year.  It  was  felt  that  this  thriving  area  merited  the  services  of  an 
additional  district  nursing  sister.  Otherwise,  there  was  no  change 
in  the  arrangements  for  home  nursing. 

The  figures  relating  to  this  branch  of  the  nursing  service 
were  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  cases  attended  b)’  the  District  Nurses  in 

their  capacity  as  Home  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  2,297 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  ...  ...  ...  28,995 

A very  high  proportion  of  those  nursed  at  home  were  elderly 
people.  The  combination  of  district  nursing  sister,  home  help  and 
welfare  officer  is  of  the  greatest  importance  in  avoiding  the  need 
for  admitting  old  people  to  hospital. 

6.  Home  Help  Service 

Domestic  assistance  is  given  in  circumstances  of  household 
difficulty  due,  usually,  to  old  age,  illness  or  home  confinement. 
The  number  of  hours  of  attendance  is  adjusted  to  actual  need, 
and  each  householder’s  ability  to  contribute  to  the  cost  is  assessed 
according  to  means.  Four  out  of  every  five  recipients  of  domestic 
help  are  of  pensionable  age. 

During  the  year  one  full-time  home  help  and  37  part-time 
workers  were  employed.  The  numbers  of  persons  assisted  totalled 


61,  as  follows  : — 

Aged  and 
infirm. 

Illness. 

Maternity. 

Others. 

Annan 

1 

1 

Lockerbie  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Lochmaben 

1 

1 

Moffat  

5 

1 

... 

Langholm 

4 

Sanquhar  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Landward  Area  . . . 

25 

8 

5 

1 

Total 


40 


11 


8 


10 


7.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

(a)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

The  numbers  of  vaccinations  recorded  were  as  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Primary  vaccination 

Re- vaccination 

Successful 

No  reaction 

Successful  No  reaction 

Bom  in  the  year 
1959  

483 

.3 

2 

Aged  1-5  years  ... 

248 

28 

10  1 

Aged  over  5 years 

21 

1 

42  23 

Totals 

752 

42 

54  24 

(b)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  Whooping  Cough  and 

Tetanus 

The  practice  was  continued  of  giving  combined  inoculations 
against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus.  In  all.  988 
children  received  a full  treatment  and,  in  addition,  958  received  a 
single  maintenance  dose  when  they  entered  school  for  the  first 
time. 


(c)  Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  offered  to  all  persons 
between  the  ages  of  6 months  and  40  years,  and  to  certain  groups 
of  the  population  at  special  risk  of  contracting  the  disease.  The 
practice  of  giving  a third  or  ‘‘boosting”  dose  was  continued. 


The  number  of  individuals  inoculated  during 
follows  : — 

1959  was  as 

Children  aged  6 months-15  years 

...  4,695 

Children  receiving  a third  inoculation 

...  9,343 

Persons  aged  15  years-40  years  

Persons  at  special  risk  : — 

...  2,741 

Expectant  mothers  

...  209 

Hospital  staff 

...  588 

Others 

32 

(d)  \ accination  against  Tuberculosis 
b ntil  1959,  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  programme  in  schools  in 
the  education  area  had  been  carried  out  during  the  months  of 


11 


October  and  November.  This  was  found  not  to  be  satisfactory 
since  so  many  of  the  children  concerned  were  engaged  in  potato 
harvesting  over  that  period.  It  was  decided,  therefore,  to  postpone 
the  programme  until  March,  1960. 

One  nurse  and  94  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis 
were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  during  the  year. 

8.  Prevention,  Care  and  After-care 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

The  numbers  of  patients  notified  as  suffering  from  tubercu- 
losis were  as  follows  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Respiratory  cases  ... 

18 

16 

34 

Non-respiratory  cases 

3 

10 

13 

21 

26 

47 

There  were  five  more  notifications  of  respiratory  disease  and 
one  more  of  non-respiratory  forms  of  the  disease  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

Twenty-eight  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital  as  compared 
with  30  in  1958. 

Seven  persons  (2  males,  5 females)  died  of  respiratory  tubercu- 
losis, and  one  female  died  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 

There  were  402  names  (182  males,  220  females)  in  the  tubercu- 
losis register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  these  patients,  343  were 
listed  because  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  59  because  of  non- 
respiratory  disease. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  examination  of  persons  in  contact 
with  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  continued  to  be  one  of  the  main 
preventive  measures  against  the  disease. 

Additional  nourishment  in  the  form  of  milk  was  supplied  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician.  All  housing  authori- 
ties in  the  area  continue  to  give  some  measure  of  priority  to  the 
re-housing  of  tuberculous  persons. 

The  liaison  between  the  Health  Department  and  the  Chest 
Hospital  continues  to  be  excellent  and  the  practice  whereby  the 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  attends  out-patient  clinics  at  the 
Hospital  has  everything  to  recommend  it.  During  the  year,  the 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  made  979  domiciliary  visits. 
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(b)  Chiropody 

The  County  Council  make  a contribution  to  the  Dumfries 
Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  in  respect  of  chiropody 
services  provided  by  the  Society.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  chiro- 
pody was  available  to  old  people  in  Langholm,  Lochmaben,  Annan 
and  in  the  Dumfries  Landward  area.  Arrangements  have  been 
completed  to  make  chiropody  available  at  Kirkconnel  and 
Sanquhar  early  in  1960. 

9.  Control  of  Communicable  Diseases 

During  the  year,  173  notifications  of  communicable  diseases 
were  received.  The  details  are  given  in  the  following  table,  to- 
gether with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  past  nine  years  : — 


Infectious  Diseases 
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10.  Mental  Health 

The  majority  of  patients  requiring  hospital  care  were  admitted 
on  a voluntary  basis.  The  actual  arrangements  were  made  by  the 
family  doctors. 

Two  persons  were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  at  the 
instance  of  the  Authorised  Officers. 

A number  of  requests  wrere  received  to  ascertain  what  were 
the  home  circumstances  of  patients  who  were  considered  fit  to  be 
discharged  from  hospital. 

There  was  a satisfactory  liaison  with  the  Department  of 
Child  Psychiatry  at  Crichton  Royal  through  the  Council's  Child 
Guidance  Centre.  Most  of  the  children  from  Dumfriesshire  ad- 
mitted for  in-patient  treatment  were  referred  in  the  first  instance 
to  the  Centre  or  to  the  out-patient  department  of  Dumfries  and 
•Galloway  Royal  Infirmary. 

Two  mentally  defective  patients  were  admitted  to  certified 
institutions  during  the  year.  Eight  defectives  are  boarded  out  in 
Dumfriesshire  and  three  are  under  guardianship  outwith  the 
County.  Twenty-nine  mental  defectives,  whose  ordinary  residence 
is  in  Dumfriesshire,  are  presently  cared  for  in  certified  institutions. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
Section  21 — Residential  Accommodation 

The  following  table  shows  the  particulars  of  persons  afforded 
residential  accommodation  during  the  year  : — 


Rowantree  Not  wen  Benreay 

House  House 


M. 

F. 

C.  M. 

F. 

C. 

M.  F. 

Number  of  residents  at  1/1/59  ... 

Number  of  admissions  during  the 

13 

15 

1 12 

11 

9 

3 9 

year 

14 

5 

...  15 

10 

8 

IS 

Number  of  discharges  during  the 

year 

1 1 

5 

...  1(5 

15 

10 

3 

Number  of  residen  ts  at  31  / 12/59  . . . 

19 

15 

6 

... 

3 12 

Section  29 — Welfare  Services  for  the  Handicapped 

Blind  Persons. — During  the  year  0 new  cases  of  blindness 
were  certified.  The  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  89  (41  males,  48  females).  These  cases 
may  be  classified  as  follows  : 
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At  school  in  an  Institution  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  5 

Employed  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  2 

Employed  as  home  workers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Not  available  for  employment...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Not  capable  of  work  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 


Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons. — The  welfare  of  the  deaf  and 
<dumb  is  delegated  to  the  Dumfries  and  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Mission  to  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

1.  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914 

The  total  amount  of  milk  produced  in  the  County  during  the 
year  was  21,920,897  gallons  as  against  22,323,046  gallons  last  year. 
•Of  this  amount  99.46%  was  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk;  the  per- 
centage last  year  was  99.56%.  The  slight  drop  in  the  percentage 
This  year  is  due  to  the  number  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  dairies 
which  ceased  milk  production. 

Four  new  dairy  farms  were  registered,  and  seventeen  dairies, 
sixteen  of  which  were  “Tuberculin  Tested,”  ceased  milk  production 
during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  producing  dairies  in  the 
•County  is  now  825,  thirteen  less  than  last  year.  One  “Ordinary” 
dairy  ceased  production,  and  one  was  upgraded  to  “Tuberculin 
Tested,”  leaving  three  “Ordinary”  dairies.  There  are  six  dairies 
which  produce  and  bottle  “Certified”  milk. 

The  number  of  mechanical  cooling  plants  in  use  at  dairy 
farms  remains  about  the  same  as  last  year.  There  was  little 
progress  in  this  direction  because  many  farmers  were  awaiting 
developments  in  connection  with  bulk  holding  and  collection  of 
farm  milk. 

During  September  the  first  important  moves  were  made  to 
start  a Bulk  Milk  Collection  Scheme  in  Dumfriesshire.  Forty-four 
farmers  indicated  their  willingness  to  take  part  in  such  a Scheme. 
By  the  end  of  November  all  the  dairies  concerned  had  been 
■surveyed,  and  the  farmers  informed  as  to  the  necessary  works 
entailed  in  making  the  dairies  suitable  for  the  installation  of  bulk 
tanks.  Instruction  was  also  given  as  to  the  precautions  to  be 
observed  in  bulk  milk  collection  and  in  proper  methods  of  washing 
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and  sterilising  the  bulk  tanks  by  chemical  means.  The  Dairy  Bve- 
laws  were  suitably  amended  to  permit  this  form  of  sterilisation 
for  bulk  milk  tanks. 

2,256  visits  were  made  to  dairy  farms  during  the  year,  as 
follows  : — 


1 

1 

Milk  (Spec.  Des.) 

Scottish  Milk 

Routine 

Structural 

Orders 

Testing 

Miscellaneous 

465 

324 

1100 

206 

161 

The  three  creameries  in  the  County  operated  satisfactorily 
during  the  year,  and  at  Cowhill  Creamery  quite  a few  alterations 
and  improvements  were  made. 

The  proper  sterilising  of  road  tankers  still  leaves  much  to  be 
desired  and  the  subsequent  pasteurising  of  milk  should  not  be 
the  only  bulwark  against  potential  trouble. 


10 

2.1 

2 

1 


2.  Retail  Milk  Supplies 

The  total  number  of  milk  retailers  in  the  County  is  made  up 
as  follows  : — 

Retailers  ...  ...  ...  j ^ 

Producer  Retailers  

Shops  selling  bottled  milk  only 
Milk  \ ending  Machines 
Milk  Bars 

All  i etailers  hold  appropriate  "Tuberculin  Tested  licences- 
except  two  who,  although  they  come  under  the  "Ordinary1' 
Category,  receive  their  supply  of  milk  from  a "Tuberculin  Tested1' 
souice.  One  retailer  in  the  County  "Pasteurises"  milk,  and  four 
retailers  from  outwith  the  County  area  hold  supplementary 
“Pasteurised"  licences  in  respect  of  milk  which  they  sell  in  the 
County. 

Routine  inspections  of  retail  premises,  and  sterility  rinses  of 
bottles  and  plant  all  proved  satisfactory. 

Ninety-seven  samples  ot  retail  milk  were  taken  during  the 
year,  and  seven,  or  7.21  %,  of  these  proved  unsatisfactory. 

3.  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme 

There  were  12  suppliers  of  school  milk  and  all  of  the  supplies 
sampled  during  each  school  term.  Sixty-five  samples  were 
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taken,  and  subjected  to  bacteriological  examinations,  and  of  these 
8 proved  unsatisfactory.  The  follow-up  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Of  the  12  suppliers,  5 were  concerned  with  the  unsatisfactory 
samples. 


4.  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme 

The  number  of  notifications  from  creameries  as  to  milk 
supplies  failing  tests  under  the  scheme  was  485.  Last  year  the 
figure  was  264  and  the  most  notable  rise  in  tests  failing  was  in  the 
daily  platform  tests,  which  went  up  by  as  many  as  170.  This  was 
probably  due  to  the  prolonged  spell  of  warm  weather  and  the 
consequent  inadequate  cooling  of  milk. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  notifications 
in  their  various  categories  from  each  creamery  receiving  milk 
from  producers  in  the  County  : — 


Creamery 

Weekly  Tests 

Platform 

Tests 

Total 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Carnation  Milk  Factory 

111 

20 

8 

63 

208 

Lockerbie  Creamery 

38 

6 

1 

108 

153 

Sanquhar  Creamery  ... 

4 

1 

63 

68 

Cowhill  Creamery  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 

Murchie’s  Creamery  ... 

34 

34 

Edinburgh  and  Dumfriesshire 

Dairy  Company 

7 

2 

0 

18 

Other  Creameries 

4 

4 

Totals 

164 

35 

9 

277 

485 

5.  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1934 

The  attention  of  a number  of  producers  was  drawn  to  the 
defective  and  unsatisfactory  condition  of  milk  churns  and  lids. 
A few  others  had  to  be  told  to  have  the  proper  name  and  address 
of  their  premises  stamped  on  the  churns. 
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6.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Orders,  1951  52 

Forty-two  producers’  “Tuberculin  Tested'’  licences  were 
granted  during  the  year.  Of  these,  10  were  new  farmers  taking 
over  farms  where  the  previous  producer  had  held  a “Tuberculin 
Tested-’  licence,  26  were  merely  changes  in  the  name  of  the 
licensed  producer,  and  one  was  the  case  of  a producer  giving  up 
his  “Certified”  licence  and  being  granted  a “Tuberculin  Te.-ted” 
licence  instead.  Thus  5 entirely  new  “Tuberculin  Tested”  licences 
were  issued.  These  were  made  up  of  one  “Ordinary”  dairy  up- 
graded to  “Tuberculin  Tested,”  and  four  new  dairies  which  went 
right  on  to  the  production  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk. 

Five  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  nineteen  milk  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year.  Of  these,  5,677  were  of  “Tuberculin 
Tested”  milk  and  42  of  “Certified"  milk. 

The  total  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  1.319 
“Tuberculin  Tested”  and  15  “Certified.”  263  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
producers  had  a completely  satisfactory  record,  198  had  one 
failure.  167  had  two  failures,  81  had  three  failures,  and  119  had 
lour  or  more  failures.  Fourteen  “Tuberculin  Tested”  producers 
had  three  consecutive  failures  and  17  had  four  or  more  consecutive 
failures. 

One  “Certified”  producer  had  no  unsatisfactory  samples 
during  the  year,  one  had  one  failure,  one  had  two  failures,  and  four 
had  three  failures.  Owing  to  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  “Certi- 
fied standard  one  producer  gave  up  his  “Certified”  licence. 

Seven  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  total  unsatisfactory 
samples  failed  because  of  the  presence  of  B.  coli  only. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  sterility  rinses  of  dairy 
utensils  were  taken,  and  12  of  these  were  taken  at  retailers’ 
premises.  One  hundred  and  seventy-four  rinses,  all  of  which  were 
taken  at  producers  premises,  proved  unsatisfactory.  As  reported 
in  previous  years  these  rinses  prove  most  helpful  in  pinpointing 
the  cause  of  unsatisfactory  milk  samples. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  samples  taken  during  each 
month,  and  the  samples  which  proved  unsatisfactory  : — 


Month 

Samples  taken  Samples  unsatisfactory 

January 

491 

52 

February  ... 

442 

51 

March 

529 

82 

April 

531 

80 

May 

455 

145 

June 

554 

190 

July  

393 

151 

August 

461 

192 

September 

520 

150 

October 

410 

98 

November  ... 

496 

00 

December  ... 

431 

05 

Totals  ... 

5719 

1334 

Twenty-nine  producers  were  reported  in  connection  with 
unsatisfactory  milk  samples,  and  methods  of  production.  Each 
case  was  considered  by  the  appropriate  committee  of  the  County 
Council  and  the  licences  of  five  producers  were  suspended.  The 
others  received  warnings  that  in  the  event  of  further  unsatisfactory 
samples  being  obtained  or  other  evidence  ot  unsatisfactory 
methods  of  production  being  found,  their  licences  would  be 
suspended  or  revoked.  In  most  cases  this  warning  had  a salutary 
effect. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
(a)  Prescribed  Particulars  of  the  Administration  of  the  Act 

Part  I of  the  Act 


No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

Occupies 

Prosecu- 

ted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 
6 are  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  : 
Langholm 

5 

5 

Lochmaben  ... 

7 

16 

... 

1 

Moffat 

... 

... 

Sanquhar  

5 

8 

...  1 

Annan 

8 

13 

... 

Lockerbie  

3 

3 

... 

Landward  Area  

4 

7 

... 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Autho- 
rity : 

Langholm  

21 

21 

Lochmaben  ... 

10 

34 

Moffat 

16 

10 

Sanquhar 

23 

32 

Annan  

36 

51 

Lockerbie  

31 

37 

Landward  Area 

138 

272 

10 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises)  : 

Langholm 

Lochmaben  ...  ...  

... 

... 

Moffat 

Sanquhar  

Annan 

o 

5 

Lockerbie 

Landward  Area 

13 

15 

1 
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(b)  No.  of  Cases  where  Defects  Found 


No  of  Cases  where  Defects  Pound 


Area 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

To  H.M. 

In- 

spector 

By  H.M. 

In- 

spector 

Prose- 

cuted 

Langholm 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 
Insufficient  

2 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

8 

... 

Lochmaben  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 
Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

Moffat 

... 

... 

Sanquhar 

... 

... 

Annan 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

5 

... 

... 

Lockerbie 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 
Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

0 

Landward  Area 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 
Insufficient  

0 

3 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

9 

0 

... 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Area 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  outwork- 
ers in 

August  list 

No.  of  cases  of 
default  in 
sending  lists 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 

Annan  ...  ; 

Manufacture  of 
wearing  apparel 

25 

1 

Sanquhar  , 

Manufacture  of 
wearing  apparel 

14 

... 

22 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1959 


1.  List  of  Staff 

See  beginning  of  this  Report 


2.  General  Statistics 

Population  of  the  County  and  Small  Burghs  61.799 

Population  of  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries  ...  ...  ...  27,640 

Number  of  schools 

(a)  Primary  schools  j under  the  Education 

(b)  Secondary  schools  \ Authority  ...  ...  90 

(c)  (i)  Special  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools  ...  ...  2 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  Education  Authority  ...  1 

(e)  Nursery  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(f)  Occupation  centres  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(g)  Barony  Residential  School  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  children  on  the  registers  ...  ...  ...  14,915 

Number  of  children  in  average  attendance  ...  ...  13,633 


3.  Sanitary  Conditions  of  Schools 


The  following  improvements  had  been  carried  out  during  the 
current  year  : — 

Lighting.  Artificial  lighting  has  been  improved  in  certain 
classrooms  in  twenty  schools. 

Heating.  Improved  heating  facilities  at  two  schools  and 

replacement  of  open  fires  by  slow  burning  stoves 
at  three  schools. 


Washhand  Additional  basins  have  been  installed  in  two 

Basins.  schools. 

Staff  Rooms.  New  staff-rooms  have  been  provided  in  two 
schools  and  refurnishing  of  staff-rooms  at  several 
schools. 

Playgrounds.  Improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  the  play- 
grounds at  eight  schools.  A cycle  shed  has  been 
provided  at  two  schools. 
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4.  Organisation  and  Administration 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  (Appendix  I)  has  again  been 
carried  on  during  the  year.  From  the  middle  of  January  until  the 
Easter  holidays  the  routine  school  inspections  were  altogether  in 
abeyance.  A number  of  the  smaller  schools,  therefore,  have  been 
visited  only  once  for  routine  inspection  and  in  a few  of  the  large 
schools  it  was  possible  only  to  examine  entrants  and  special  cases. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  (Appendix  II)  continued  to  be  offered  as 
a routine  measure  to  the  appropriate  age  group. 

Audiometry  (Appendix  III).  The  testing  of  the  hearing  of 
children  aged  six  has  been  carried  out  throughout  the  year.  Other 
children  suspected  of  being  deaf  have  also  been  tested,  and  all 
children  in  attendance  at  the  special  school  and  classes  for  educa- 
tionally subnormal  children. 

Tn  conjunction  with  the  staff  of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Departments  of  Dumfries  and  Cumberland  Infirmaries,  it  is  now 
hoped  to  establish  a complete  service  for  the  ascertainment  and 
care  of  deaf  children  in  the  education  area. 

5.  Findings  at  Medical  Inspection 

A total  number  of  3,251  children  were  medically  examined  as 
routines  in  the  appropriate  age  groups. 

The  figures  and  percentages  below  refer  to  these  children  only, 
except  in  the  case  of  mental  and  nervous  conditions,  where  the 
figures  are  given  for  the  number  of  mental  tests  carried  out,  and  a 
summary  is  shown  of  the  work  of  the  Child  Guidance  Centre. 

There  is  a drop  in  the  total  number  of  children  examined 
routinely,  and  this  affects  each  age  group.  It  is  particularly  marked 
in  the  second  age  group.  The  main  reason  for  this  has  been  the 
reduction  of  time  available  for  routine  medical  inspection  owing  to 
pressure  of  work  caused  by  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination  scheme. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  children  examined  outwith  the 
selected  groups  (422  as  compared  with  277  in  1957/58)  was  due  to 
the  postponed  examination  of  the  9 year  olds  from  last  year,  again 
due  to  the  poliomyelitis  vaccinations  of  last  year. 

The  number  of  children  seen  at  re -inspections  by  School 
Medical  Officers  also  shows  a drop,  mainly  for  the  same  reason, 
but  also,  in  part,  because  of  the  smaller  number  of  defects  found 
in  the  children.  The  figures  for  re-inspections  for  uncleanliness 
for  the  last  ten  years  are  as  follows  : 
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1949-50  ... 

864 

1954—55  ... 

402 

1950-51  ... 

740 

1955-56  ... 

260 

1951-52  ... 

646 

1956-57 

235 

1952-53  ... 

492 

1957-58  ... 

181 

1953-54  ... 

349 

1958-59  ... 

69 

This  spectacular  improvement  is  due  to  more  than  one  cause. 
General  improvement  in  the  standard  of  living,  better  housing 
conditions,  the  dissemination  of  knowledge  of  the  principles  and 
practice  of  hygiene  are  all  factors,  but  probably  most  important  is 
the  work  carried  out  by  the  school  health  visitors  and  district 
nmsing  sisters. 

The  percentage  of  children  who  were  notified  to  parents  as 
requiring  treatment  is  very  much  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 
As  usual,  the  greatest  number  are  notified  for  defects  of  vision. 

Out  of  3,251  children  examined,  only  seven  were  notified  for 
uncleanliness. 

Visits  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nursing  Sisters. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  schools  shows  a big  increase 
this  year,  and  the  number  of  children  requiring  re-inspection  and 
the  number  of  visits  to  homes  shows  a slight  decrease.  This  shows 
the  beneficial  effect  of  school  visiting  and  regular  inspection  of  the 
children  by  the  nursing  staff. 


Attendance  of  parents. 

1958-59 

1957-5S 

1956-57 

Entrants 

...  77.89 

80.65 

79.54 

2nd  Age  Group 

...  33.51 

38.03 

30.85 

3rd  Age  Group 

...  0.89 

1.02 

1.36 

4th  Age  Group 

— 

— 

— 

Other  systematic 
examinations 

...  21.09 

29.96 

12.89 

The  smaller  number  of  parents  attending  may  be  due  to  the 
fact  that  increasingly  more  mothers  are  now  going  out  to  work. 

Clothing — unsatisfactory  : — 

Boys  1 (0.06%) 

Girls  3 (0.19%) 

Footgear — unsatisfactory  : — 

Boys 
Girls 


1 (0.06%) 
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Uncleanliness  : — 


(a)  Head  (dirty)  : — 

Boys 

1 (0.06%) 

Girls 

— 

Head  (verminous)  : — 
Bovs 

1 (0.06%) 

Girls 

16  (0.99%) 

(b)  Body  (dirty)  : — 

Boys 

0 (0.37%) 

Girls 

3 (0.19%) 

Body  (verminous)  : — 

Boys  

Girls 

...  ...  

Last  year  the  figures  for  verminous  heads  were  : — 

Boys  3 (0.14%) 

Girls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35  (1.75%) 

It  will  be  noted  that  about  one  in  every  hundred  girls 
presented  for  routine  examination  are  found  to  be  “verminous.” 
This  term,  however,  is  used  even  though  there  are  only  a few  nits 
in  the  hair.  Cases  of  gross  infestation  are  now  very  rare  indeed. 

Skin. 

(a)  Head  : — 


Ringworm 

...  Boys 

1 (0.06%) 

Girls 

— 

Impetigo 

...  Boys 

3 (0.18%) 

Girls 

2 (0.12%) 

Other  diseases 

Boys 

— 

Body  : — 

Girls 

4 (0.25%) 

Ringworm 

...  Boys 

1 (0.06%) 

Girls 

— 

Impetigo  ... 

. . . Boys 

1 (0.05%) 

Girls 

1 (0.06%) 

Scabies 

. . . Boys 

— 

Girls 

— 

Other  diseases 

...  Boys 

21  (1.28%) 

Girls 

12  (0.74%) 
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The  few  cases  of  ringworm  either  of  scalp  or  body,  and  also  of 
impetigo,  show  no  tendency  to  increase.  Xo  children  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  scabies. 

There  is  always  a hard  core  of  other  diseases  of  the  skin, 
mainly  eczema  and  dermatitis,  urticaria,  xerodermia,  birth- 
marks, and  the  scars  resulting  from  burns  and  other  injuries.  The 
figures  remain  much  the  same  from  year  to  year. 

Nutritional  State. 

Slightly  defective  Boys 
Girls 

Bad  Boys 

Girls 

It  is  notoriously  difficult  for  any  person  to  make  an  accurate 
assessment  of  the  nutritional  state  from  a clinical  examination, 
and  school  medical  officers  vary  widely  in  what  they  consider  to 
be  normal  nutrition.  Even  so,  the  trend  of  the  nutritional  state  of 
the  school  population  can  be  watched  by  means  of  these  figures. 
Ten  years  ago,  the  figures  for  defective  nutrition  began  to  drop 
considerably,  but  during  the  last  seven  years  there  has  been  little 
variation.  Today,  some  six  or  seven  out  of  every  hundred  children 
examined  routinely  are  classed  as  having  some  degree  of  defective 
nutrition.  This  is  not  a large  percentage,  but  it  could  be  lessened. 

Mouth  and  Teeth. 

Unhealthy  ...  Boj^s  18  (1.10%) 

Girls  2 (0.12%) 

These  figures,  which  do  not  include  dental  caries,  continue 
to  show  a downward  trend. 

Naso-Pharynx. 

(a)  Nose  : — 

Obstruction  requiring  observation  : — 

Boys 
Girls 

Obstruction  requiring  operation  : — 

Boys 
Girls 

Other  conditions  : — Boys 

Girls 


32  (1.95%) 
35  (2.17%) 

20  (1.22%) 
29  (1.80%) 
2 (0.12%) 
5(0.31%) 


86  (5.25%) 
124  (7.69%) 
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(b)  Throat  : — 

Tonsils  requiring  observation  : — 


Boys 

84  (5.13%) 

Girls 

69  (4.28%) 

. Tonsils  requiring  operation  : — 

Boys 

25  (1.53%) 

Girls 

33  (2.05%) 

(c)  Glands  : — 

Requiring  observation  : — 

Boys 

6 (0.37%) 

Girls 

11  (0.68%) 

Requiring  operation 

— 

Boys 

— 

Girls 

— 

The  number  of  children  referred  to  the  Consulting  Otologist 

shows  a slight  increase  this  year.  Not  all  the  children  so  referred 

are  selected  for  operative  treatment. 

Eyes. 

(a)  External  Diseases 

Blepharitis 

Boys 

6 (0.37%) 

Girls 

5(0.31%) 

Corneal  opacities 

Boys 

— 

Girls 

1 (0.06%) 

Conjunctivitis 

Boys 

2 (0.12%) 

Girls 

4 (0.25%) 

Strabismus 

Boys 

39  (2.38%) 

Girls 

26  (1.61%) 

Other  diseases 

Boys 

5 (0.31%) 

Girls 

2 (0.12%) 

(b)  Visual  Acuity  : — 

Fair 

Boys 

415  (25.32%) 

Girls 

391  (24.26%) 

Bad  

Boys 

56  (3.42%) 

Girls 

76  (4.72%) 

Recommended  for  refraction  : — 

Boys 

67  (4.09%) 

Girls 

86  (5.34%) 

Strabismus  in  boys  shows  some  slight  increase  this  year,  but 
this  may  be  just  incidental.  Visual  acuity  classed  as  “bad”  and 
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also  as  requiring  refraction  shows  a decrease  as  compared  with 
last  year,  but  is  more  in  line  with  the  figures  for  previous  years. 


Ears. 


(a)  Diseases  : — 

Otorrhoea 

...  Boys 
Girls 

Other  diseases 

. . . Boys 
Girls 

2 (0.12%) 
5 (0.31%) 
2 (0.12%) 
1 (0.06%) 


(b)  Defective  Hearing  : — 


Grade  I 

...  Bo3rs 

3 (0.18%) 

Girls 

4 (0.25%) 

Grade  IIa 

. . . Boys 

1 (0.06%) 

Girls 

1 (0.06%) 

Grade  IIb 

...  Boys 

— 

Girls 

...  

Grade  III 

...  Boys 

...  

Girls 



These  figures  do  not  include  those  of  children  suspected  of 
being  deaf  in  the  course  of  routine  audiometric  testing.  The 
group  so  tested  was  outwith  the  age  groups  for  routine  medical 
examination. 


Speech. 

Defective  articulation  : — 

Boys  6 (0.37%) 

Girls  2 (0.12%) 

Stammering  ...  Boys  ...  

Girls  1 (0.06%) 

These  figures  do  not  give  an  accurate  indication  of  the 
incidence  of  speech  defects  in  the  children.  In  the  course  of 
routine  medical  examination  the  child  may  give  no  indication  of 
speech  defect.  This  is  particularly  so  in  the  case  of  the  infant 
entrant  group. 


Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions. 

During  the  year  1958/59  a full  assessment  was  carried  out  by 
the  School  Medical  Officers  of  28  children  who  were  considered  to 
require  special  educational  treatment. 
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The  work  of  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  during  the  year  is 
summarised  in  the  following  table  : — 


Number  of 
ease9 

Discharged 

Treatment 

continued 

Waiting 

attention 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Psychological  and 
Educational 

223 

106 

329 

129 

69 

85 

33 

10 

5 

Speech  

140 

61 

201 

45 

25 

70 

30 

26 

6 

Psychiatric  

30 

11 

41 

11 

3 

19 

8 

Totals 

393 

— 

178 

571 

185 

97 

174 

71  36 

11 

Circulatory  System. 


(a)  Organic  heart  disease  : — 


( 1 ) Congenital 

Boys 

3 (0.18%) 

Girls 

6 (0.37%) 

(2)  Acquired 

Boys 

1 (0.06%) 

Girls 

— 

(b)  Functional  conditions 

Boys 

21  (1.28%) 

Girls 

14  (0.87%) 

(c)  Anaemia 

Boys 

1 (0.06%) 

Girls 

— 

The  percentage  figures 

tabulated 

for  the  last  four  ten-yearly 

periods  are  as  follows  : — 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

(1)  Congenital  (2)  Acquired 


1928-29 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

2.21 

Girls 

0.42 

1938-39 

..  0.19 

0.13 

1.33 

1.20 

1948-49 

..  0.22 

0.29 

0.27 

0.87 

1958-59 

0.18 

0.37 

0.06 

— 

From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  congenital  heart  conditions 
show  no  improvement  and,  in  fact,  remain  much  the  same  over  the 
years.  Acquired  heart  conditions  which  are  mainly  due  to  the 
effects  of  rheumatic  fever  have,  however,  gradually  decreased  and 
are  now  at  a very  low  figure. 
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Lungs. 

{&■)  Chronic  bronchitis  : — 


Boys 

... 

3 (0.18%) 

Girls 

• • • 

— 

( b ) Suspected  tuberculosis  : — 

Boys 

... 

— 

Girls 

... 

— 

<(c)  Other  diseases  ...  Boys 

... 

...  18  (1.10%) 

Girls 

... 

8 (0.50%) 

"The  percentage  figures  over  the  past  ten.  twenty  and  thirty  years 

Are  as  follows  : — 

Boys 

Girls 

Chronic  bronchitis  : — 

1928-29  (plus  catarrh) 

2.99 

1.93 

1938-39  

0.19 

0.07 

1948-49  

0.22 

0.06 

1958-59  

0.18 

— 

Suspected  tuberculosis  : — 

1928-29  

0.49 

0.09 

1938-39  

0.57 

0.53 

1948-49  

0.16 

0.11 

1958-59  

— 

— 

Other  diseases  : — 

1928-29  (not  including 

0.14 

— 

catarrh). 

1938-39  

2.22 

2.19 

1948-49  (including  catarrh) 

4.12 

2.55 

1958-59  

1.10 

0.50 

Disregarding  the  figures  for  suspected  tuberculosis,  a condi- 

tion  known  to  be  less  prevalent,  and  combining 

chronic  bronchitis 

and  other  diseases  of  the  lungs  (mainly  temporary  catarrhs,  and 

asthma),  there  is  no  spectacular  improvement. 

The  improvement 

this  year  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  most  of  the  routine 
examinations  were  carried  out  during  the  autumn  and  before  the 
season  of  influenza  and  colds.  Respiratory  catarrh  in  children  is 

still  too  frequent  an  occurrence. 

Deformities. 

(a)  Congenital  ...  Boys 

...  11  (0.67%) 

Girls 

• • . 

...  11(0.68%) 
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■(b)  Acquired  (infantile  paralysis)  : — 

Boys 


4 (0.24%) 
2 (0.12%) 


Gii’ls 


<c)  Acquired  (probably  rickets) 


Boys 

Girls 


4 (0.24%) 
2 (0.12%) 


■(d)  Acquired  (other  causes)  : — 


Boys 

Girls 


8 (0.49%) 

9 (0.56%) 


Figures  for  (d)  show  a drop  this  year  and  are  more  in  line 
with  previous  3-ears.  The  increase  last  year  may  have  been  due 
do  more  scrupulous  recording.  Opinion  varies  among  school 
medical  officers  as  to  what  conditions  are  worthy  of  note. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Xo  figures  are  recorded  this  year  for  this  section.  For  the 
first  time  on  record  no  child  was  found  at  a routine  examination 
do  be  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease. 

'Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 


This  section  includes  conditions  which  do  not  fall  under  any 
of  the  previous  headings.  Amongst  these  are  such  conditions  as 
enuresis,  rheumatism  and  headaches.  The  figures  do  not  vary 
much  from  year  to  }rear. 

■General  Statement  of  Defects  (see  Table  III). 

Figures  for  the  past  seven  years  have  been  compared.  The 
-number  of  children  free  from  defects  has  been  slowly  rising  over 
this  period  of  time  and  this  applies  almost  equally  to  each  age 
group.  The  figures  for  the  fourth  group  are  not  included  as  the 
numbers  are  too  small  to  be  significant. 

Children  suffering  from  defects  of  a temporary  nature  are 
now  fewer  in  number  in  the  entrant  and  second  age  groups, 
improvement  gradually  taking  place  over  the  last  seven  years. 
Figures  in  this  category  arc  apt  to  show  slight  variations  according 
do  the  weather  conditions,  which  affect  the  respiratory  system. 

So  far  as  the  category  “cure  expected  by  treatment  is 
-concerned,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  ten  years  in  order  to  see  the 


37  (2.26%) 
22  (1.37%) 
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exact  trend  of  events.  Conditions  where  cure  can  be  exacted 
are  now  much  less  common  than  they  were  ten  years  a^o  but 
there  have  been  only  slight  fluctuations  during  the  last  few 
years.  Fourteen  per  cent  of  all  children  were  in  this  category  tins 
year  as  compared  with  22.7%  ten  years  ago.  The  figure  is  still  too 
high. 

The  category  ‘‘defects  where  improvement  only  is  considered 
possible'  includes  also  defects  where  no  improvement  is  possible. 

his  still  remains  a hard  core  and  the  figures  fluctuate  onlv  very 
slightly  from  year  to  year  in  each  age  group.  There  is  a slight 
rise  this  year,  however,  in  the  third  age  group,  making  the  total 
figure  higher  than  usual. 

STATISTICAL  TABLES 
Table  I 

Total  number  of  children  examined  at  : — 

A.  Systematic  examinations  : — 


Bovs 

Girls 

Total 

Entrants 

653 

618 

1271 

Second  age  group  ... 

...  342 

302 

734 

Third  age  group 

...  563 

557 

1120 

Fourth  age  group  ... 

...  81 

45 

126 

1635* 

1612 

3251 

Other  systematic  examinations  (be.,  children  missed  at  age 
group  but  subsequently  examined  systematically)  : — 


Boys  Girls 

Total 

208  214 

422 

B.  Other  examinations  : — 

(1)  Special  cases  seen  at  routine  visits 

129 

Special  cases  seen  at  special  visits 

108 

Number  of  special  visits  ... 

133 

(2)  Re-inspections  by  school  medical  officers  : — 

For  defects 

2.674 

For  uncleanliness  ... 

69 

Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic 
examinations  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treat- 


ment : — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Gl  (4.79%) 

Second  age  group  ...  ...  ...  ...  39  (5.31%) 

Third  age  group  ...  ...  ...  ...  21  (1.87%) 

Fourth  age  group  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 (3.17%) 

139  (4.27%) 

Total  number  notified  for  uncleanliness  ...  ...  ...  7 

Visits  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nursing  Sisters 

Visits  to  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ,461 

Number  of  children  seen  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,620 

Number  of  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  70,343 

Number  of  home  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  784 

Of  these  13,620  children  : — 

27  had  dirty  clothing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.19% 

241  had  nits  in  the  hair  ...  ...  ...  ...  176% 

34  had  head  pediculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0-24% 
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Table  II. — Systematic 


Return  oj  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 


Total 
examined 
at  all  ages 

3251 

Entrants 

Nature  or  Defect. 

I 

Joys 

553 

Girls 

618 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

1.  Clothing  Unsatisfactory  

... 

1 

0.15 

i 

0.16 

i.  Footgear  Unsatisfactory  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

a.  Unoleanlinkss 

(a)  Head — Dirty  

... 

... 

... 

... 

•••  s 

Nits  or  Vermin  

... 

9 

1.46 

(b)  Body — Dirty  

... 

2 

0.31 

1 

0.1# 

Verminous  

4.  8kin 

... 

... 

...  ’ 

(a)  Head— Ringworm  

... 

...  j 

Impetigo 

3 

0.46 

0.32 

Other  Diseases  

1 

0.16 

(b)  Body — Ringworm  

Impetigo 

... 

Scabies  

Other  Diseases  

... 

8 

1.22 

6 

0.97 

6.  Nutritional  State  : — 

Slightly  defective  

50 

7.66 

68 

11.01 

Bad  

«.  Mouth  and  Teeth 

... 

Unhealthy  

12 

1.84 

1 

0.16 

7.  Naso-Pharynx 
(a)  Nose — 

i.  Obstruction  requiring  observation 

ii.  Obstruction  (probably  adenoids) 

26 

3.98 

31 

5.02 

requiring  operation 

... 

20 

3.06 

28 

4.54 

iii.  Other  conditions  

(b)  Throat — 

2 

0.31 

5 

0.81 

i.  Tonsils  requiring  observation 

64 

0.8 

43 

6.96 

ii.  Tonsils  requiring  operation 
(c)  Glands — 

23 

3.52 

28 

4.53 

1.  Requiring  observation 

3 

0.46 

ii 

1.78 

II.  Requiring  operation 

8.  Eyes 

... 

... 

(a)  Externnl  Diseases — 

Blepharitis  

2 

0.31 

*> 

0.32 

Conjunctivitis  

Corneal  opacities  ... 

1 

0.15 

i 

0.16 

Strabismus  

Other  Diseases 
(b)  Visual  acuity — 

... 

... 

10 

3 

2.91 

0.46 

17  i 

2.76 

Fair  

Bad  ... 

Recommended  for  refraction 

... 

3050 

267 

44.95 

259  ! 

44.12 

2°  ; 
35  ! 

4.36 

5.89 

32  ! 

41 

5.45 

6.98 

- „ 
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Examinations. 


Children  in  bach  Age-Group  Suffering  from  particular  defects  : — 


Second  age  Group 

Third  Age  Group 

Fourth  age  Group 

ALL 

Ages 

Boyg 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

342 

. 

392 

_ 

563 

557 

81 

45 

1639 

1612 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

1 

0.26 

... 

... 

1 

0.18 

1 

0.06 

3 

0.19 

0.29 

... 

1 

0.06 

... 

1 

0.18 

... 

l 

0.06 

... 

... 

... 

2 

0.51 

1 

0.18 

5 

0.90 

1 

0.06 

16 

0.99 

... 

1 

0.26 

4 

... 

0.71 

... 

i 

0.18 

6 

0.37 

3 

0.19 

... 

... 

1 

0.18 

1 

0.06 

3 

0.18 

2 

0.12 

3 

0.54 

4 

0.25 

1 

0.18 

... 

1 

0.06 

1 

0.26 

1 

0.18 

1 

0.06 

1 

0.06 

's 

2.34 

2 

0.51 

5 

0.89 

0.36 

2 

4.44 

21 

1.28 

12 

0.74 

4.67 

32 

8.16 

20 

3.55 

» 

,3, 

86 

5.25 

124 

7.69 

1 

0.29 

1 

0.26 

5 

0.89 

... 

18 

1.10 

2 

0.12 

4 

1.17 

4 

1.02 

2 

0.36 

... 

32 

1.95 

35 

2.17 

... 

... 

i 

0.26 

20 

1.22 

29 

1.80 

... 

... 

2 

0.12 

5 

0.31 

5 

1.46 

15 

3.83 

15 

2.66 

11 

1.98 

84 

5.13 

69 

4.28 

1 

0.29 

3 

0.77 

1 

0.18 

2 

0.36 

25 

1.53 

33 

2.05 

1 

0.29 

... 

... 

•> 

0.36 

... 

ft 

0.37 

11 

0.68 

2 

0.58 

3 

0.77 

•> 

0.36 

6 

0.37 

5 

0.31 

3 

0.77 

1 

0.18 

2 

0.12 

4 

0.25 

i 

0.18 

... 

l 

0.06 

9 

2.63 

8 

2.04 

1 1 

1.95 

i 

0.18 

39 

2.38 

26 

1.61 

1 

0.29 

1 

0.26 

1 

0.18 

i 

0.18 

5 

0.31 

2 

0.12 

75 

21.93 

85 

21.68 

60 

10.66 

46 

8.26 

13 

10.05 

i 

2.22 

415 

26.26 

391 

24.75 

11 

3.21 

15 

3.83 

23 

4.09 

20 

3.55 

2 

2.47 

9 

20.00 

56 

3.54 

70 

4.81 

21 

6,4 

22 

5.61 

10 

1.78 

,9 

3.41 

1 1 .24 

4 

8.89 

67 

4.24 

86 

5.38 

Table  II. — Systematic 


Return  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 


Nature  of  Defect. 

Total 
examined 
at  all  ages 

3251 

Entrants 

Boys 

653 

Girls 

618 

No. 

O' 

/o 

No. 

% 1 

0.  Ears 

" 

(a)  Diseases — 

Otorrhoea  ...  

1 

0.15 

i 

0.16  | 

Other  Diseases  

... 

(b)  Defective  hearing — 

Grade  I 

2 

0.31 

i 

0.16  fj 

Grade  IT. a ...  

Grade  H.b  

Grade  III.  

... 

... 

... 

...  : 

10.  Speech 

Defective  articulation 

4 

0.01 

i 

0.16 

Stammering  

... 

... 

...  I 

11.  Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions  : — 

Backward  

1 

0.15 

Dull  

1 

0.15 

Mentally  defective  (educable) 

Mentally  defective  (ineducable) 

Highly  nervous  or  unstable  ... 

Difficult  in  behaviour 

1 

12.  Circulatory  System 

(a)  Organic  heart  disease — 

i.  Congenital  

3 

0.46 

0.3Z 

ii.  Acquired  

(b)  Functional  conditions 

14 

2.14 

9 

1.46 

(c)  Anaemia 

... 

...  1 

18.  Lungs 

Chronic  bronchitis  

2 

0.31 

Suspected  tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases  

... 

0 

1.38 

s 

1.29 

14.  Deformities 

(a)  Congenital  

5 

0.77 

1 

0.16 

(b)  Acquired  (infantile  paralysis)  ... 

3 

0.46 

(c)  Acquired  (probably  rickets) 

1 

0.15 

(d)  Acquired  (other  causes)  .. 

2 

0.32 

(e)  Postural  defects 

... 

16.  Infectious  Disease 

•••  i 

10.  Othkr  Diseases  or  Defects  ... 

... 

0 

1.38 

8 

1.29 
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Examinations  (continued). 

Children  in  each  Aoh  Group  Suffering  from  particular  defects  : — 


Second  age  Group 

Third  Age  Group 

Fourth  Age 

Group 

All 

AGES 

Boys 

342 

Girls 

392 

Boys 

563 

Girls 

557 

Boys 

81 

Girls 

45 

Boys 

1639 

Girls 

1612 

No. 

% 

No. 

' 0/ 
i /0 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No 

‘ % 
1 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

»/ 

/. 

1 

0.29 

2 

; 0.51 

2 

j 0.36 

! 

2 

0.12 

5 

■ 

0.31 

... 

2 

0.36 

i 

0.18 

2 

0.12 

i 

0.06 

1 

0.29 

2 

0.51 

i 

j 0.18 

3 

i 0.18 

4 

0.25 

... 

... 

! - 
::: 

i 

| 0.18 

1 - 

i 

' 0.18 

i 

'*• 

1 

0.06 

1 

: o.oe 

1 

0.29 

i 

0.26 

i 

0.18 

1 - 

6 

0.37 

2 

0.12 

*•' 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2.22 

i 

0.06 

1 

0.29 

... 

1 

2 

0.12 

... 

i 

0.26 

2 

0.36 

i 

0.18 

! ... 

3 

0.18 

2 

0.12 

6 

1.07 

4 

0.72 

6 

0.37 

10 

0.62 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

0.18 

... 

1 

0.06 

2 

0.51 

2 

0.36 

3 

0.18 

6 

0.37 

... 

1 

0.18 

1 

0.06 

. .. 

2 

0.58 

i 

0.26 

5 

0.89 

4 

0.72 

21 

1.28 

14 

0.87 

i 

0.29 

... 

... 

1 

0.06 

... 

i 

0.29 

3 

0.18 

... 

2 

0.58 

7 

1.24 

18 

1.10 

8 

0.50 

3 

0.88 

4 

1.02 

3 

0.53 

6 

1.08 

1 1 

0.67 

11 

0.68 

1 

0.29 

2 

0.36 

4 

0.24 

2 

0.12 

3 

0.88 

2 

0.36 

4 

0.24 

2 

0.12 

1 

0.29 

6 

1.07 

7 

... 

1.26 

1 

1.24 

8 

0.49 

9 

0.56 

11 

3.21 

5 

1.28 

17 

3.02 

6 

| 

1.08 

3 

6.67 

37 

2.26 

22 

1.37 

■ 


38 


Table  III. — Systematic 


ENTBANT3. 

Second 
Aob  Group. 

Classification. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

N ember 
of 

Children. 

ft  - 
centage 

I.  Children  free  from  defects 

850 

66.87 

521 

71.66 

II.  Children  (otherwise  free  from  defects) 
who  suffer  from — 

(a)  Defective  vision  not  worse  than 
6/12  In  the  better  eye  with  or 
without  glasses  

2 

0.16 

43 

5.91 

or 

(b)  Conditions  of  mouth  and  teeth 
requiring  treatment  

3 

0.24 

3 

0.41 

(c)  Both  (a)  and  (b)  

... 

Total  

5 

0.39 

46 

6.32 

III.  Children  suffering  from  ailments  (other 
than  those  mentioned  in  II.)  from 
which  complete  recovery  is  anticipated 
within  a few  weeks  

154 

12.13 

45 

6.19 

IY.  Children  suffering  from  (or  suspected  to 
be  suffering  from)  defects  less  remedi- 
able than  defects  specified  In  II.  or 
III.  distinguishing  cases — 

(a)  Where  complete  cure  or  restoration 
of  function  (In  the  case  of  eye 
defect,  full  correction)  Is  considered 
possible  

218 

19.53 

98 

13.4S 

(b)  Where  Improvement  only  Is  con- 
sidered possible,  e.g.  without  com- 
plete restoration  of  function 

14 

1.10 

17 

2.39 

Total  

262 

20.63 

115 

15.87 

Total  number  of  children  examined  ... 

1271 

100% 

727 

100% 
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Medical  Examinations. 


Third 
Agb  Group. 

Fourth 
Agb  Group. 

Total 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

859 

76.77 

100 

79.37 

2330 

71.85 

49 

} 

4.33 

17 

i 

13.49 

111 

3.41 

4 

0.36 

... 

10 

0.31 

... 

53 

4.74 

17 

13.49 

121 

3.72 

59 

5.27 

1 

0.79 

259 

7.99 

108 

9.65 

2 

1.59 

456 

14.06 

40 

3.57 

6 

4.70 

77 

2.38 

148 

13.22 

8 

6.35 

533 

16.44 

1119 

100% 

126 

100% 

3243 

100% 

' 
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Table  IV. 

Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in 

the  Area. 


Disability 

At 

j ordinary 
| schools 

At  special 
schools  or 

i classes 

1 

Athospltals 
or  other 
institutions 

At  no 
school  or 
institution 

Total 

1.  Blind  

2(1)* 

7 

... 

9 

2.  Partially  sighted — 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the 
curriculum  of  an  ordinary 
school  would  adversely  affect 
the  eye  condition  

6 

! 

1 

6 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye, 
e.g.,  cataract,  ulceration,  etc. 
which  render  the  child  unable 
to  read  ordinary  schoolbooks 
or  to  see  well  enough  to  be 
taught  in  an  ordinary  school 

9 

9 

8.  Deaf — 

Grade  I 

32 

32 

Grade  Il.a  

60 

60 

Grade  II. b 

i 

1 

Grade  III.  

2 

6(5)* 

3 

4.  Defective  speech— 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  re- 
quiring special  educational 
measures  

30 

... 

30 

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special 
educational  measures 

19 

19 

6.  Mentally  defective  (children  be- 
tween 5 and  16  years) — ■ 

(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  50-70  "educa- 
tionally sub-normal”) 

24 

65 

5 

4 

98 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally  less 
than  50)  

4 

7 

19 

15 

45 

(c)  Maladjusted 

10 

6 

2 

18 

6.  Epilepsy — 

(a)  Mild  aDd  occasional  or  con- 
trolled. 

26 

... 

26 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  In  a 
residential  school)  

1 

i 

4 

6 

7.  Physically  defective  (children  be- 
tween 5 and  16  years) — 

(a)  Non -pulmonary  tuberculosis 
(excluding  cervical  glands)... 

2 

...  j 

2 

(b)  General  orthopaedic  condi- 
tions   

87 

3 

5 

95 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health... 

38 

22 

... 

5 

38 

27 

8.  Multiple  defects j 

... 

4 

3 

7 

* Awaiting  transfer  to  special  school  or  class. 
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Table  V. 

Average  Heights  and  Weights  at  School  Medical 

Inspection. 

BOYS 


Age  Groups 


Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured... 

449 

192 

439 

57 

Average  age  (in  years) 

5* 

9* 

13* 

16* 

Average  height  (in  inches) 

43.5 

53.6 

57.8 

68.4 

Number  weighed  ... 

535 

233 

473 

57 

Average  age  (in  years) 

5* 

9* 

13* 

16* 

Average  weight  (in  lbs.)  ... 

42.5 

66.6 

96.2 

141.4 

GIRLS 


Age  Groups 

Entrmts 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured... 

463 

234 

387 

45 

Average  age  (in  years) 

6* 

9* 

13* 

16* 

Average  height  (in  inches) 

42.5 

51.0 

60.4 

63.1 

Number  weighed  ... 

526 

279 

411 

45 

Average  age  (in  years) 

5* 

9* 

13* 

16* 

Average  weight  (in  lbs.)  ... 

41.6 

65.8 

98.9 
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6.  Medical  Treatment 

A.  Attendances  for  Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  : — 


1. 

Cuts,  bruises,  sprains  and  minor  injuries,  etc. 

1,043 

2 

Diseases  of  the  ear  ... 

26 

3. 

Diseases  of  the  eye  (excluding  defective  vision) 

14 

4. 

Diseases  of  the  skin  : — 

Ringworm  (scalp)  ... 

— 

Ringworm  (body)  ... 

1 

Scabies 

5 

Impetigo  

74 

Other  diseases 

202 

5. 

Pediculosis  ... 

30 
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B.  Defective  Vision  and  Strabismus  : — 

1 . Number  of  retinoscopies  performed  by  the  school 

medical  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  335 

2.  Number  of  children  referred  to  consulting  oph- 
thalmologist ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

3.  Number  of  spectacles  provided  through  school 

health  department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  321 

Squints  are  treated  by  provision  of  glasses,  by  total 
or  intermittent  occlusion,  and  by  operation. 

A small  number  of  children  have  been  referred  during 
the  year  to  the  Orthoptist  in  Carlisle 

C.  Nose  and  Throat  (operative  treatment)  ...  ...  125 

7.  School  Dental  Service 

Report  by  Chief  Dental  Officer 

During  this  school  year  the  pupils  in  52  primary  schools,  9 
junior  secondary  schools,  1 senior  secondary  school  and  2 nursery 
schools  were  inspected. 

Treatment  was  carried  out  at  52  primary  schools,  11  junior 
secondary  schools,  1 senior  secondary  school  and  2 nursery  schools. 

The  mobile  dental  clinics  were  used  at  14  primary  schools 
and  2 junior  secondary  schools.  The  semi-portable  equipment 
was  used  at  3 junior  secondary  schools. 

Inspection. 

6,065  children  were  inspected  in  the  schools  by  the  dental 
officers  who  found  4,649  requiring  treatment  (76.6%).  Of  those 
requiring  treatment,  4,610  children  were  offered  it,  39  being  left- 
over until  next  year. 

2,504  children  accepted  treatment  (54.3%),  2,057  children 
refused  treatment,  and  49  failed  to  return  their  notification  cards. 

(334  refusals  and  32  cards  not  returned,  included  in  the 
tabulated  report,  refer  to  children  inspected  in  the  year  1957/58.) 

Treatment. 

During  the  year  2,624  children  were  treated,  234  of  whom 
were  inspected  in  the  year  1957/58. 

1 he  treatment  of  2,624  patients  required  5,322  attendances,, 
(approximately  2 attendances  per  patient).  3,776  permanent 
teeth,  and  1.047  temporary  teeth  were  filled,  and  573  permanent 
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teeth  and  2,069  temporary  teeth  were  extracted.  21  partial  and 
2 full  dentures  were  fitted. 

There  were  1,200  other  operations,  which  included  scalings, 
dressings,  and  polishing  fillings. 

Special  or  emergency  cases  seen  outside  the  routine  treatments 
numbered  40,  which  involved  73  attendances,  48  fillings.  25 
extractions,  and  29  other  operations. 

Orthodontics  : — During  the  year  orthodontic  treatment  was 
commenced  on  60  new  cases.  26  of  whom  had  appliances  fitted, 
33  permanent,  and  6 temporary  teeth  were  extracted  for  ortho- 
dontic purposes. 

Sessions. 

100  half-day  sessions  were  devoted  to  school  inspections. 
The  average  number  of  children  inspected  each  day  was  121. 

Treatment  sessions  numbered  1,051,  and  on  average,  10 
patients  were  treated  each  day. 

337  sessions  were  spent  on  clerical  work  after  inspections, 
emergency  treatment  sessions,  adjustments  to  orthodontic 
appliances  and  other  non-routine  work. 

39  sessions  were  used  by  the  Chief  Dental  Officer  in  general 
administration. 

Scope  of  Treatment. 

In  the  systematic  treatment  given  at  schools  each  patient 
received  an  average  of  1.83  fillings,  1 extraction  and  0.46  other 
operations.  On  average,  each  dental  officer  did  9.2  fillings,  plus 
5 extractions,  plus  2.3  other  operations  every  day. 

Included  in  the  above  figures  are  the  numbers  inspected  and 
treated  at  the  Barony  School,  and  Dumfries  and  Annan  Nurses 
Schools. 

Nursery  Schools. 

Jn  the  nursery  schools  73  children  were  inspected,  44  required 
treatment  (60.3%).  29  parents  accepted  treatment  (66%),  and  26 
children  were  treated  with  34  attendances.  The  treatment  con- 
sisted of  48  fillings  in  temporary  teeth,  plus  3 temporary  ex- 
tractions, and  3 other  operations  to  arrest  decay. 

Barony  School. 

In  the  Barony  School  40  boys  were  inspected,  31  required 
treatment  (77.5%),  17  accepted  treatment  (55%),  and  with  an 
attendance  of  35  had  39  fillings,  1 extraction  and  8 other  operations. 
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1 . Number  of  children  inspected 

Age  3 years 

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9 

10 

11 

12 

13  

14  

15  „ 

16  

17  

18  „ 

Totals  ... 

2.  Requiring  treatment 
2a.  Accepting  treatment 

3.  Number  of  children  treated 
3a.  Appointments  not  kept 

4.  Attendances  made  for  treat- 

ment 

5.  Fillings  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 
0.  Extractions  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

7.  Orthodontic  appliances 
7a.  Dentures 

8.  Other  operations  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

9.  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

Inspection 
Treatment 
Office  work 
Administration 

10.  Number  of  children  refusing 

treatment 

11.  Number  of  children  treated 

under  private  arrange- 
ment 

12.  Number  of  forms  not 
returned 


Systematic 

examina- 

tions 

Special 

cases 

Total 

38 

38 

66 

... 

66 

721 

2 

723 

703 

2 

705 

753 

3 

756 

749 

4 

753 

664 

3 

667 

820 

5 

825 

699 

i 

700 

299 

3 

302 

240 

2 

242 

253 

6 

259 

46 

5 

51 

8 

... 

8 

4 

3 

7 

2 

1 

3 

6065 

40 

6105 

4649 

40 

4689 

2504 

40 

2544 

2624 

40 

2664 

114 

... 

114 

5322 

73 

5395 

3776 

47 

3823 

1047 

1 

1048 

573 

13 

586 

2069 

12 

20S1 

26 

26 

23 

23 

1147 

29 

1176 

53 

... 

53 

100 

100 

1051 

1051 

337 

337 

39 

39 

2391 

... 

2391 

599 

... 

599 

81 

81 

4,5 


Orthodontic  Report 

No.  of  children  given  orthodontic  treatment  : — 


By  school  dental  officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

By  regional  hospital  board  orthodontist  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  cases  continued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  new  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

No.  of  cases  completed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

No.  of  cases  continuing...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  1$ 

No.  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  167 

No.  of  impressions  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

No.  of  appliances  fitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

No.  of  extractions  for  orthodontics  : — 

Permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Deciduous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  X-Ravs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


8.  Special  Schools  and  Classes 

There  is  one  special  school  in  the  County  for  the  educationally 
subnormal  (I.Q.  50-70  approximately),  and  two  special  classes  for 
the  same  type  of  child. 

There  are  two  occupation  centres  for  lower  grade  children, 
who  are  considered  ineducable  but  trainable.  One  of  these  is 
managed  by  the  Education  Authority  and  the  other  by  the  local 
Society  for  the  Parents  of  Handicapped  Children. 

Handicapped  children  receive  their  education  as  follows  : — 
(a)  Physically  Handicapped  Children. 

1.  At  residential  schools  : — 

East  Park  Home,  Largs  ...  ...  ...  5 

Westerlea  School  for  Spastics,  Edinburgh  ...  1 

Trefoil  School  for  Cripples,  Midlothian  ...  2 

Coltness  House,  Wishaw  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sedgwick  House,  Kendal  ...  ...  ...  1 

John  Horniman  School,  Worthing  ...  ...  1 

Irton  Hall  School  for  Spastics,  Cumberland  ...  I 

2.  At  ordinary  schools  : — 

All  other  physically  handicapped  children,  if  at  all  possible, 

attend  the  ordinary  schools  and  special  transport  is  provided 

where  necessary. 

Homebound  children  receive  regular  home  tuition. 
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<b)  Blind  Children. 

Royal  Blind  School,  Edinburgh  ...  ...  6 

St.  Vincent’s  School,  Glasgow...  ...  ...  1 

Partially-sighted  children  attend  the  ordinary  schools,  and  are 
given  a favourable  position  in  the  classroom. 

{c)  Deaf  Children. 

St.  Vincent’s  School,  Glasgow...  ...  ...  2 

St.  Giles  Hard  of  Hearing  School,  Edinburgh  1 
Children  who  have  a lesser  degree  of  deafness  are.  in  suitable 
cases,  fitted  with  a hearing  aid  and  attend  the  ordinary  schools. 
Others  who  attend  the  ordinary  schools  are  given  a suitable 
position  in  the  classroom.  By  arrangement  some  young,  deaf 
children  attend  the  teacher  of  the  deaf  employed  by  Carlisle 
Corporation  for  advice  and  guidance. 

(d)  Mentally  Handicapped  Children. 

Children  with  an  intelligence  quotient  of  50-70  approximately 
attend  one  of  the  special  schools  or  classes  if  this  is  practicable. 

The  roll  of  pupils  in  Catherinefield  School  is  42,  3 of  whom  are 
pupils  from  the  Stewartry. 

The  roll  of  Annan  Special  Class  is  17,  and  Lockerbie  Class  12. 
Other  educationally  subnormal  children  attend  the  ordinary 
schools  where,  in  some  cases,  there  is  special  provision  for  the 
dull  and  backward  child. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  roll  of  the  Dumfries  Occupation 
Centre,  which  accommodates  children  who  are  ineducable  but 
trainable,  is  8. 

(e)  Maladjusted  Children. 

Four  boys  are  in  residence  at  Naemoor,  Rumbling  Bridge,  and 
one  boy  at  Nerston  Child  Guidance  Centre,  near  Glasgow. 


Appendix  I 

Vaccination  aoainst  Poliomyelitis. 

Number  of  children  who  received  two  inoculations  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4037 

Number  of  children  who  received  one  inoculation  by 

3i/7/69  146 

Number  of  children  who  received  a third  inoculation  ...  8204 
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Children  bom  in  1952  ...  1176  1087  959  128 

Educationally  subnormal  j 

children  ‘ 69  63  49  14 

Others  1 308  283  195 87 


Appendix  IV 


Early  Ascertainment  of  Defects  of  Vision. 

During  the  year  1957/58  a start  was  made  on  testing  the 
vision  of  school  entrants.  Owing  to  pressure  of  work  due  to  the 
poliomyelitis  vaccination,  only  98  children  were  tested,  and  it  wa» 
found  that  only  7 children  per  hour  were  tested  by  two  school 
medical  officers.  During  the  current  year,  therefore,  this  work 
has  been  discontinued. 

The  testing  of  vision  as  a routine  screening  measure  should, 
be  carried  out  at  the  age  of  six  years  and  not  seven  as  presently 
recommended  by  the  Department. 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT 


County  Health  Office, 

County  Buildings, 

Dumfries. 


To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and  the 
County  Council  of  the  County  of  Dumfries. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  this  Department  during  the  year  1959. 

In  doing  so,  I wish  to  accord  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  members  of  the  County  Council  for  their  interest,  and  to  the 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  collaboration  and  support. 


I am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  S.  BERRY, 

County  Samiary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL 


Public  Services. 

Mr  Fletcher,  the  County  Engineer,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  concerning  water  supply,  drainage  and 
refuse  disposal  : — 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  1959  approximately  24  miles  of  new  mains 
have  been  laid.  Three  hundred  and  fifty-two  new  connections  were 
made  in  the  year,  12  industrial,  47  agricultural  and  293  for  domes- 
tic use.  Three  storage  tanks  have  been  built  and  a pumphouse 
completed  on  the  Mid  Annandale  Extension  of  the  Black  Esk 
Regional  Scheme.  Work  is  proceeding  on  the  Black  Esk  Reservoir 
and  on  the  Mid  Annandale  Extension. 

Drainage. 

Thirty -seven  new  connections  were  made  during  the  year  to 
the  Council  sewers.  A drainage  scheme  to  serve  a school  and  11 
houses  at  Harelaw,  and  an  extension  of  the  drainage  scheme 
serving  the  village  of  Rowanburn,  have  been  completed. 

Work  is  well  advanced  on  the  reconstruction  and  extension  of 
the  Sewage  Works  at  Dalscone. 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  proceed  with  a scheme  for  com- 
posting the  refuse  and  sewage  sludge  from  the  Landward  Area  and 
the  Burghs  of  Lochmaben,  Lockerbie  and  Langholm. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

The  scavenging  service  has  been  maintained,  and  extended 
where  possible,  during  the  year.  A new  “Fore-and-Aft"  Tipping 
^ chicle  was  brought  into  service  in  the  Lower  Nithsdale  Area. 

HOUSING 

I he  introduction  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act, 
1959,  confirms  to  a great  extent  the  policy  of  the  Council  in 
diiecting  attention  to  the  need  for  consideration  of  our  present 
housing  accommodation  with  a view  to  salvaging  some  of  these 
dwellings  and  prolonging  the  useful  life  of  others  to  afford  a 
reasonable  standard  of  living. 
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Section  4 of  the  new  Act  places  an  obligation  on  the  Local 
Authority  to  give  assistance  to  any  person,  other  than  the  Local 
Authority,  who  provides  standard  amenities  in  a dwelling-house. 
The  standard  amenities  are  live  in  number  and  are  prescribed  in 


the  same  section  of  the  Act,  viz.  : — 

(a)  A fixed  bath  or  shower  in  a bathroom  ...  ...  £25 

(b)  A wash-hand  basin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £5 

(c)  A hot  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £75 

(d)  A water  closet  in  or  contiguous  to  the  dwelling  ...  £40 

(e)  Satisfactory  facilities  for  storing  food  ...  ...  £10 


The  maximum  amount  of  grant  payable  in  respect  of  any  one 
house  shall  not  exceed  £155  or  half  the  total  cost,  and  the  amount 
of  grant  payable  against  the  provision  of  any  one  of  the  standard 
amenities  is  further  prescribed  in  Section  6 of  the  Act,  and  is  as 
shown  above. 

This  new  legislation  offers  a much  wider  field  of  application 
than  the  discretionary  grant  which  has  contributed  so  much  to  the 
housing  needs  of  the  County  in  the  past. 

When  an  application  for  discretionary  grant  is  made,  the 
applicant  must  satisfy  the  Local  Authority  that  the  house,  when 
the  work  is  completed,  will  be  similar  in  all  respects  to  a new  house 
with  an  estimated  life  of  at  least  30  years,  and  the  maximum 
amount  of  grant  available  in  these  cases  is  £400,  or  half  the  cost, 
whichever  is  the  least,  or  any  proportion  thereof  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Local  Authority.  In  order  to  achieve  this  high  requirement 
of  being  in  all  respects  similar  to  a new  house,  it  is  necessary  to 
eonsider  the  natural  lighting  available  to  the  various  apartments, 
the  general  condition  of  the  fabric,  with  particular  reference  to  the 
elimination  of  all  evidence  of  dampness,  and  the  general  and  future 
life  of  the  roof  and  roof  covering,  with,  of  course,  the  provision  in 
most  cases  of  new  accommodation  for  sanitary  fittings. 

There  is  a considerable  number  of  owner /occupied  houses  in 
the  landward  area  of  the  County  where  the  owners  cannot  under- 
take the  major  works  necessary  to  qualify  for  discretionary  grant. 
In  these  houses  the  lack  of  modern  sanitary  facilities  provides 
the  only  real  obstacle  to  a fairly  high  standard  of  living,  and  I teel 
that,  with  the  introduction  ot  the  standard  grant  to  provide  these 
amenities,  a great  number  of  these  houses  can  be  readily  salvaged 
and  their  usefulness  as  dwellings  prolonged  for  a considerable 
time.  As  I averred  in  my  report  of  last  year,  everyone  does  not 


desire  to  be  housed  in  a new  Council  house  and  the  measure  of 
assistance  afforded  to  private  owners  is  very  much  worthwhile. 
The  Housing  tables  show  the  extent  to  which  advantage  has  been 
taken  of  this  new  grant  in  the  short  time  in  which  it  has  been  in 
operation. 

Toward  the  end  of  1958  the  Council  approved  a scheme  of 
modified  reconstruction  to  certain  unsatisfactory  houses  in  the 
landward  area  of  the  County  for  occupancy  by  problem  families 
or  by  people  living  under  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  who 
did  not  wish  for  the  tenancy  of  a new  Council  house.  Although  a 
number  of  properties  have  been  selected  for  this  scheme,  little 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  provision  of  new  accommodation 
by  these  means.  This  is  partly  due  to  protracted  legal  procedure  in 
acquiring  the  properties  or  inability  to  trace  correct  ownership 
and  the  like,  but  schemes  of  reconstruction  are  now  in  hand  and  it 
is  anticipated  that  additional  accommodation  will  be  available 
for  let  in  the  incoming  year. 

In  order  to  assess  the  overall  housing  situation  in  the  Comity 
it  was  decided  to  have  a survey  of  all  housing  accommodation 
carried  out.  and  so  that  this  could  be  achieved  without  additional 
staff,  it  was  agreed  that-  the  housing  accommodation  should  be 
divided  into  various  group  ownerships  and  surveyed  in  this 
manner.  During  1959  a start  was  made  on  this  survey  and  all  the 
houses  owned  by  the  following  Nationalised  or  Government 
organisations  reviewed  : — 

British  Transport  Commission. 

National  Coal  Board. 

South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

South  of  Scotland  Electricity  Board. 

Scottish  Gas  Board. 

United  Kingdom  Atomic  Energy  Authority. 

Board  of  Management,  Crichton  Royal  Mental  Hospital. 

Discussions  with  the  appropriate  Authorities  were  arranged 
^ 'len  these  surveys  were  completed  and  an  opportunity  was  taken 
to  assess  the  future  housing  needs  of  the  various  organisations  in 
relation  to  the  present  sub-standard  housing  accommodation 
aiailable.  In  this  way  it  is  hoped  that  a more  realistic  housing 
progiamme  may  be  evolved  making  the  best  use  of  present 
accommodation. 


It  is  now  intended  to  extend  this  survey,  and  in  the  next 
phase  to  include  the  larger  estates  which  are  the  owners  of  multiple 
housing  accommodation  for  let.  In  the  past,  these  estates  have 
accepted  the  responsibility  for  housing  large  numbers  of  the  rural 
population  who  were  at  one  time  or  another  employed  directly  or 
indirectly  with  them.  However,  with  the  changing  pattern  of 
management,  the  tendency  on  their  part  is  only  to  provide  the 
minimum  number  of  good- class  houses  for  people  directly  con- 
nected with  the  efficient  management  of  the  estate.  The  direct 
result  of  this  policy  means  the  erection  by  the  Local  Authority  of 
more  new  houses  in  the  rural  areas  than  was  hitherto  thought 
necessary,  with  a corresponding  number  of  older  houses  being  left 
untenanted  or  made  the  subjects  of  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders. 

The  result  of  this  part  of  the  survey  may  well  show  that  there 
is  a great  number  of  sub-standard  houses  which  could  be  acquired 
by  the  Local  Authority  for  reconstruction  to  maintain  houses 
available  for  let  in  the  rural  areas  without  the  costly  business  of 
providing  new  development  schemes. 


New  Houses. 

Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1959  ...  ...  224 

These  comprised  : — 

Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  for  General  Needs  184 
Other  houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  1 

Houses  erected  by  Government  Departments  ...  ...  9 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Persons  ...  ...  ...  30 


Details  of  these  houses  are  given  in  the  following  tables  : — 


Houses  Erected  by  the  Local  Authority 
(General  Needs) 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 apt 

3 apt 

4 apt 

5 apt 

Traditional 

Eaglosfield 

2 

8 

7 

17 

Gretna... 

4 

6 

3 

13 

Heathhall/ 

Locharbriggs 

8 

43 

59 

5 

115 

Newington  ... 

4 

5 

9 

Thornhill 

4 

14 

10 

2 

30 

Total 

18 

75 

84 

7 

184 

54 


Other  Houses  Erected  by  the  Local  Authority 


No.  of  Houses  of 

Type  of  House 

Situation 

Total 

2 apt  3 apt  4 apt  5 apt 

Traditional 

Ae  Village 

(Schoolhouse) 

...  ...  1 1 

Houses  Erected  by  Government  Departments,  etc. 


Department  Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 3 4 5 

apt  apt  apt  apt 

Atomic  Traditional 

Annan 

....  4 4 

8 

Energy 

Authority 

Forestry  Com-  j Traditional 
mission  (Scot.)' 

Kirkconnel 

...  1 

i 

Total 

4 5 

9 

Houses  Erected  by  Private  Persons  with  Assistance  under 
The  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1950  and  1952 


Type  of  House 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

(Parish)  2 apt 

3 apt 

4 apt 

5 apt 

Traditional 

Cummer  trees  ...  ... 

2 

9 

Dunscore 

i 

l 

Hoddom 

... 

i 

l 

Johnstone  ...  

i 

l 

Kirkmahoe  ...  

1 

l 

Loehmaben  . . . 

1 

... 

l 

Middlebie 

1 

i 

Mouswald 

i 

i 

Ruthwell 

i 

i 

Non- 

Kirkmahoe  ...  

i 

i 

Traditional 

Loehmaben  ...  

1 

i 

2 

Total  I ... 

i 

2 

9 

2 

13 
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Houses  Erected  by  Private  Persons  (without  Assistance) 


'Type  of  House 

Situation 

(Parish) 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 

apt 

3 4 

apt  apt 

5 

apt 

6 

apt 

Traditional 

Annan 

1 ... 

1 

2 

4 

Canonbie 

1 ... 

1 

Cummertrees 

1 

1 

Dumfries 

1 

1 

2 

Holywood  ... 

1 

i 

Hutton  and  Corrie 

1 ... 

... 

i 

Kirkpatrick-Fleming 

1 

... 

i 

Middlebie  ... 

1 ... 

i 

Morton 

i 

2 ... 

3 

Mouswald  ... 

1 ... 

1 

Torthorwald 

...  | 1 

1 

Total  ... 

i 

7 5 

2 

0 

17 

Planning  permission  was  granted  for  part  of  the  ground  at  the 
former  Heathhall  Airfield  to  be  developed  for  the  provision  of  281 
houses  for  sale.  If  this  venture  proves  successful,  then  a very 
substantial  contribution  will  be  made  to  the  housing  needs  of  the 
County.  In  these  days  of  prosperity,  home  ownership  is  becoming 
a more  common  and  sought  for  social  distinction  than  ever 
before. 


HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS,  1950  AND  1952  (Section  3) 

New  Houses  for  Agricultural  Workers. 

Proposals  for  the  erection  of  14  new  houses  for  agricultural 
workers  were  approved  and  grants  promised  by  the  Council  in 
terms  of  Section  3 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952,  during  the 
year  1959. 

Thirteen  new  houses  for  agricultural  workers  were  completed, 
and  grants  in  respect  of  these  paid,  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  such  houses  erected  annually  remains  fairly 
constant.  Normally  falling  to  be  added  to  this  figure  is  the  number 
of  houses  erected  under  the  Hill  Farming  Act  and  Livestock 
Rearing  Act,  which  are  likewise  for  agricultural  workers,  but 
during  this  year  no  such  house  was  completed. 
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HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS,  1950  AND  1952  (Section  3) 
HOUSING  AND  HOUSE  PURCHASE  ACT,  1959 

Improvements  to  Existing  Dwelling-Houses,  with  Grants. 

Grants  were  promised  during  the  year  by  the  Council  for  the 
improvement  of  121  dwellings  and,  in  the  same  period,  grants  were 
paid  in  respect  of  115  improved  houses. 

These  grants  are  available,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Local 
Authority,  for  the  improvement  to  modern  standards  of  private 
dwelling-houses,  in  terms  of  Section  III  of  the  Housing  (Scotland) 
Act,  1950.  Since  these  grants  became  available  in  1950  some  811 
houses  have  been  improved. 

As  already  mentioned,  in  addition  to  improvement  grant  or 
“discretionary”  grant,  there  is  a new  grant  known  as  “standard 
grant”  for  the  provision  of  standard  amenities  in  dwelling-houses, 
made  available  by  the  Housing  and  House  Purchase  Act,  1959. 
Seventeen  such  grants  have  been  promised  by  the  Council  since 
the  Act  became  operative. 

The  combination  of  these  two  grants  should  help  to  improve 
the  condition  of  existing  houses.  The  discretionary  grant  has 
already  proved  its  value  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  respect  of 
houses  which  require  a considerable  measure  of  improvement  and 
where  the  improvements  required  are  diverse.  The  function  of  the 
standard  grant  would  appear  to  be  twofold.  Not  only  should  it 
assist  in  the  provision  of  amenities  in  houses  sub-standard  only 
because  of  the  lack  of  these,  but  its  application  to  a large  number  of 
other  properties  will  also  permit  of  these  being  provided  with  a 
modicum  of  improvement  sufficient  to  retain  them  in  use  for  a 
limited  period.  In  this  connection,  one  is  reminded  of  the  great 
number  of  smaller  houses  in  villages  to  which  the  provision  of 
sanitary  facilities  therein  would  give  a new  lease  of  life. 


Housing  Inspections. 

Number  of  Section  9 reports  on  Unfit  houses  55 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  served  39 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  served 16 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  recalled  7 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Number  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  closed  houses  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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The  practice  of  inspecting  accommodation  to  be  vacated  by 
provisionally  selected  tenants  for  the  tenancy  of  Council  houses, 
continues,  and  it  is  a noteworthy  feature  of  this  service  that  fewer 
infestations  are  reported  each  year.  The  major  merit  now  in  this 
inspection  is  the  measure  of  control  afforded  over  the  premises  to 
be  vacated  with  regard  to  the  preparation  of  reports  for  Closure 
and  Demolition  before  the  house  can  be  reoccupied,  and  in  this 
connection  351  visits  were  made  within  the  County.  If  the  selected 
tenant  is  resident  outwith  the  County  area,  a request  is  forwarded 
to  the  Local  Authority  concerned  asking  if  an  inspection  can  be 
made  of  the  accommodation  for  infestation  by  household  pests, 
which,  at  the  same  time,  affords  that  Authority  an  opportunity  of 
assessing  the  existing  accommodation.  Seventeen  such  requests 
were  made  during  1959. 


Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954  and  the 
Rent  Act,  1957. 

The  fifteen  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  in  1957  continue  in 
operation.  No  further  application  has  been  received  under  the 
above  Acts. 


Building  Byelaws. 

Six  hundred  and  sixty-six  plans  were  submitted  for  approval 
under  the  Council’s  Building  Byelaws  during  1959.  This  number 
shows  a marked  increase  from  last  year,  particularly  in  (a)  the 
provision  of  private  garages;  (b)  the  provision  of  new  private 
houses;  and  (c)  alterations  to  existing  houses,  in  that  order. 


Nature  of  Proposed  Work. 


Number. 


New  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and  Factories) 
Alterations  to  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and 
Factories)  ... 

New  Factories  ... 

Alterations  and  additions  to  existing  Factories 
New  Shops 

Alterations  and  additions  to  existing  Shops 

New  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy  Premises)  ... 
Alterations  to  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy  Premises)  ... 


13 

8 

12 

14 
13 
17 

5 

1 
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Carry  forward  ... 
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Brought  forward  ...  ...  S3 

New  Pigsties,  kennels,  sheds,  poultry  houses,  stores,  etc.  ...  12 

New  Dairy  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Alterations  and  additions  to  Dairy  Premises  ...  ...  23 

New  Private  Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Public  Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  Permanent  Houses— Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  115 

Housing  Development,  Dumfries  Airfield  (281  houses)  ...  6 

New  Temporary  Houses 

Alterations  and  additions  to  existing  Dwelling-houses  ...  239 

Conversion  of  houses  to  other  premises  ...  ...  ...  8 

Conversion  of  premises  to  Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  Halls  and  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alterations  to  Halls  and  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  3 

Porches,  greenhouses,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Shelters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  666 


Year 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Number  of  proposals  concerned 
with  dwelling-houses  ... 

305 

363 

307 

255 

258 

359 

Again  I must  comment  on  the  number  of  existing  dwelling- 
houses  which  are  reconstructed  to  suitable  modem  standards,  and 
continue  to  stress  the  importance  of  Government  aid  to  this 
worthwhile  contribution  to  the  County  housing  needs. 

The  high  number  of  new  houses  proposed  to  be  provided  bv 
private  enterprise  without  Government  grant  indicates  a desire 
for  home  ownership  by  a greater  proportion  of  the  population  and 
the  remarkable  increase  in  the  number  of  private  garages  erected 
could  perhaps  indicate  an  upward  trend  in  living  standards. 

AH  plans  in  respect  of  County  Council  building  projects, 
including  houses  and  schools,  were  submitted  to  this  Department 
for  approval. 
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With  constant  change,  and  to  stimulate  progress,  considera- 
tion must  be  constantly  given,  when  scrutinising  plans  for  approval 
under  Building  Byelaws,  to  modern  methods  and  new  materials 
which  can  be  utilised  in  this  type  of  work.  So  often  in  the  past, 
hide-bound  Regulations  have  precluded  new  ideas  and  materials 
from  finding  a ready  entrance  to  everyday  practice  in  the  Building 
' Trade,  and  here  I refer  particularly  to  the  use  of  mechanical  means 
> of  ventilation  w hen  considering  intervening  ventilated  spaces,  in 
business  premises  and  large  hotels.  It  is  incongruous  to  require 
that  modern  buildings  and  fittings  designed  in  1959  should 
comply  with  requirements  formulated  at  the  turn  of  the  century, 
and  a constant  review7  of  standards  is  necessary  if  a reasonable 
balance  is  to  be  maintained. 

Some  minor  amendments  were  made  to  the  Council’s  Building 
Byelaws  during  the  year,  the  most  important  of  these  requiring 
the  installation  of  fireplaces  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuels  in 
all  new  or  reconstructed  houses. 


Provision  of  Sanitary  Facilities  in  Dwelling-Houses. 

Progress  continues  to  be  made  in  providing  sanitary  facilities 
within  existing  dwelling-houses  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
numbers  of  such  improvement  schemes  will  increase  considerably 
with  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  “Standard  Grant.” 

Nowr  that  assistance  can  be  more  readily  given  to  the  owners 
of  sub-standard  houses  to  provide  sanitary  facilities  within  the 
house,  I feel  more  serious  consideration  should  be  given  to  the 
provision  of  community  drainage  facilities  for  the  smaller  groups 
of  houses  so  that  full  advantage  may  be  taken  of  the  “Standard 
Grant.”  The  provisions  of  the  “Standard  Grant”  allows  £70  for 
the  provision  of  actual  sanitary  fittings  with  no  additional  sum  for 
drainage  works.  Although  this  may  be  a reasonable  figure  when 
public  drainage  is  available,  it  becomes  quite  unrealistic  when  a 
drainage  system  to  a septic  tank  with  suitable  outfall  is  to  be 
provided,  before  the  actual  wrork  of  installing  the  fittings  can  be 
undertaken.  It  may  be  that  consideration  might  even  be  given  for 
an  increase  in  the  amount  of  grant  payable  where  such  a private 
drainage  system  has  to  be  provided. 
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The  summarised  statement  given  below  indicates  the  progress 


made  in  this  direction  during  1959  : — 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  full  range  of  sanitary 

fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  W.C.’s  and  sinks  only  13 

Number  of  houses  provided  noth  W.C.’s  only  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  sinks  only  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  baths  and  'or  wash- 

hand  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Total  number  of  houses  provided  with  improved  sani-  

tary  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  199 


Number  of  houses  provided  noth  new  or  improved 

drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  an  indoor  water  supply  S3 


Water  Supplies. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note,  despite  the  long  period  of  dry  summer 
weather  experienced  during  the  year,  that  both  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  water  supplied  in  Dumfriesshire  gave  no  rise  for 
concern  or  complaint.  The  usual  comprehensive  pattern  of  samp- 
ling was  carried  out  and  the  samples  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  chemical  analyses  and  to  the  Area  Bacteriologist  for 
examination.  A slight  alteration  was  made  in  the  water  sampling 
routine  due  to  the  new  arrangements  made  when  the  County 
Laboratory  closed.  The  six  small  Burghs  now  make  their  own 
arrangements  for  drawing  water  samples  and  submitting  them 
for  examination. 

A number  of  small  private  water  supplies  are  still  maintained 
in  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  where  a suitable  piped 
supply  is  not  yet  available.  These  supplies  are  all  investigated 
prior  to  installation  and  in  most  cases  a certificate  of  fitness  for 
dietetic  purposes  is  sought  for  grant-earning  purposes.  This  work 
takes  up  a considerable  portion  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  time, 
as,  in  addition  to  procuring  the  sample,  a survey  of  the  catchment 
area  is  necessary  to  check  on  possible  sources  of  pollution.  How- 
ever, when  it  is  considered  how  free  we  are  from  water-borne 
disease,  this  painstaking  and,  in  winter,  arduous  task,  is  seen  as 
being  worthwhile. 
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i he  following  table  indicates  the  amount  of  work  carried  out 
in  this  connection  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  public  supplies  110 
Number  ol  samples  of  water  taken  from  private  supplies  12 
Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  proposed  new 

private  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  following  complaints 

(private  supplies)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  140 


Two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  visits  were  made  to  investi- 
gate the  premises  to  be  supplied  when  applications  for  connection 
to  the  Council’s  water  mains  were  received.  This  investigation 
ensures  that  the  fittings  to  be  supplied  are  suitable,  and  also  that 
the  drainage  arrangements  are  adequate  to  deal  with  the  waste 
therefrom. 


Drainage. 

Five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  smoke  tests  were  applied  to 
drainage  and  plumbing  installations  during  the  year  and  23 
drainage  plans  were  prepared  for  the  guidance  of  promoters  and 
architects. 

Connections  to  the  County  Council  sewer  continue  to  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Engineer  and  this  Department  is 
notified  when  an  application  for  such  a connection  is  received  so 
that  a drainage  lay-out  satisfactory  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Building  Byelaws  may  be  designed  and  the  appropriate  test 
applied  when  the  works  are  completed.  One  hundred  and  six  such 
notifications  were  received  and  investigated. 

The  supervision  of  the  installation  of  private  drainage 
schemes  and  septic  tanks  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and,  as  this  work  is  closely  related  to  the  function  of  the 
Solway  River  Purification  Board,  a close  liaison  is  maintained 
with  the  local  Inspector  to  ensure  that  the  new  work  conforms  to 
the  Board's  requirements  in  addition  to  the  Public-  Health  and 
Building  Byelaw  demands. 


62 


The  following  table  details  the  drainage  works  carried  out  at 
the  various  types  of  properties  : — 

Number  of  existing  houses  provided  with  new  or  im- 
proved drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Number  of  existing  shops  provided  with  new  or  im- 
proved drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  existing  factories  provided  with  new  or  im- 
proved drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  public  buildings  provided  with  new  or  im- 
proved drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  notifications  to  the  Solway  River  Purifica- 
tion Board  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

With  the  addition  of  one  qualified  Meat  Detention  Officer  to 
the  staff,  it  has  been  possible  this  year  for  the  first  time  to  provide 
100%  meat  inspection  by  qualified  personnel  of  all  animals 
slaughtered  for  human  consumption.  Tliis  is  indeed  a worthwhile 
achievement,  and  although  it  means  irregular  hours  of  employ- 
ment to  satisfy  the  various  demands  of  the  Meat  Industry  in  this 
connection,  it  is  most  satisfying  to  know  that  all  the  meat  is 
inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

There  are  now  two  full-time  Meat  Detention  Officers,  one  a 
qualified  Sanitary  Inspector  and  one  in  possession  of  the  Meat 
Detention  Officer’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Association 
of  Scotland,  who  undertake  the  bulk  of  the  Meat  Inspection  service, 
assisted  and  relieved  at  holiday  periods  by  the  District  Sanitary 
Inspectors  qualified  to  carry  out  this  duty. 

I may  be  accused  of  riding  a “hobby  horse”  but  1 do  feel  some 
adjustment  other  than  the  present  arrangement  should  be  made 
whereby  the  Local  Authority  of  the  meat-producing  areas  should 
receive  greater  assistance  to  meet  the  cost  of  this  service,  as  most 
of  the  carcase  meat  is  for  “export”  outwith  the  producing  area. 
If  the  present  rate  of  assistance  is  to  prevail,  some  form  of  allow- 
ance to  meet,  the  cost  of  travelling  from  one  slaughterhouse  to 
another  in  rural  areas  should  be  made  available,  as,  apart  from  the 
actual  cost  of  travelling,  a great  deal  of  the  Inspector's  time  is 
lost,  and  as  I assume  the  present  rate  of  assistance  is  based  on  the 
actual  time  spent  on  inspection  no  account  has  been  taken  of  this 
considerable  loss. 
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In  the  County  (excluding  the  large  Burgh  of  Dumfries)  the 
number  of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  food  was  369,831, 
-comprised  as  follows  : — 


This  number  compared  with  318,086  for  the  previous  year 
•show  s the  magnitude  and  consistency  of  this  work. 

The  following  tables  show  the  various  class  of  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  seven  slaughterhouses  and  the  number  of 
•carcases  wholly  or  partially  condemned  on  account  of  disease  or 
injury.  Separate  tables  show  the  reason  for  the  condemnations  : — 


Cattle  . . . 
Calves  ... 
Sheep  . . . 
Pigs 
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PUBLIC  ABATTOIRS. 
Thornhill. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Anim 

als 

Weight  in  Weight  in 
lbs.  lbs. 

Condemned  Condemned 
Meat  Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially  ( 
Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

471 

16 

22 

9.616 

2,294 

Sheep  ... 

19,183 

96 

43 

3,761 

2.428 

Pigs  ... 

124 

5 

3 

557 

61 

Calves . . . 

4,919 

19 

3 

1.017 

240 

Totals  ... 

24,697 

136 

71 

14,951 

5,023 

Reasons  for  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Condemned  Partially  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep  Pigs  Calves  Cattle  Sheep  Pigs  Calves 

Fevered 

5 

26  2 12  

Septic  Metritis 

i 

16  

Septic  Pneumonia 

2 

9 2 2 

Septic  Pericarditis 

2 

Septic  Nephritis 

and  Peritonitis  . . . 

2 

2 1 : 

Emaciation 

i 

41  

Johnes  Disease 

with  Emaciation 

i 

Arthritis  . . . 

10  I 26  

Bruising  ... 

11  8 2 3 

Pleurisy 

*> 

Abscess 

17  1 

Oedema  ... 

i 

2 ...  5 

Totals 

15 

96  5 19  22  43  3 3 

Cysticerous  Bovis  — Nil. 

I uberculosis.  14  pigs  with  submaxillary  nodes  infected. 

6 pigs  with  mesenteric  nodes  infected, 

2 pigs  with  submaxillary  and  mesenteric  nodes 
infected. 

No  cattle  found  to  be  infected. 


Annan. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

574 

1 

12 

81 3 

1,354 

Sheep  ... 

6,722 

.29 

27 

1,147  951 

Pigs 

480 

1 

4 

204 

294 

Calves  ... 

2,821 

12 

2 

603 

389 

Totals  ... 

10.597 

43 

45 

2,767 

2,988 

Reasons  for  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

■Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle  Sheep 

Pigs  Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs  Calves 

Fevered 

11 

9 

Septic  Metritis 

6 

... 

Septic  Pericarditis 

Septic  Pneumonia 

1 3 

1 

Emaciation 

8 

Arthritis  ... 

6 

13 

4 

Bruising  ... 

5 

7 

Pleurisv 

2 

Septic  Nephritis 
and  Peritonitis  . . . 

I 

Abscess 

i 

5 

Oedema 

3 

Totals 

1 29 

1 12 

12 

27 

4 2 

Cysticercus  Bovis  — Nil. 

Tuberculosis.  10  pit's  with  submaxillary  nodes  infected. 

8 pigs  with  mesenteric  nodes  infected. 

1 pig  with  submaxillary  and  mesenteric  nodes 
infected. 

No  cattle  found  to  be  infected. 
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Lockerbie. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  Weight  in 
lbs.  lbs. 

Condemned  Condemned 
Meat  Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

1,381 

1 

23 

966 

2,296 

Sheep  ... 

153,963 

185 

99 

6,003 

5,664 

Pigs  . . . 

84!) 

6 

25 

1,593 

477 

Calves  ... 

17,061 

78 

16 

2,906 

840 

Totals  ... 

173,254 

270 

163 

11.468 

9.277 

Reasons  for  Condemnation  : — 


Wholly  Condemned 


Partially  Condemned 


.uisease  or  uonaiuon 

Cattle  Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle  Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Tuberculosis 

I 

Actinomycosis 

1 

... 

3 

... 

Septic  Pericarditis 

...  1 5 

l 

1 

Emaciation 

71 

Pneumonia 

9 

2 

1 

15 

Septic  Mastitis 

4 

Bruising  ... 

23 

5 

29 

3 

9 

Immature 

19 

Oedema 

...  1 22 

2 

13 

F raeture  . . . 

8 

16 

5 

6 

Arthritis  ... 

2 

1 

23 

3 

Fevered 

1 49 

3 

33 

Abscess 

1 

1 

16 

6 

1 

Joint  111  ... 

...  , ... 

9 

... 

Totals 

1 185 

78 

19 

99 

17 

16 

Cysticercus  Bovis  — 1 . 

(Passed  after  refrigeration). 

I uberculosis.  7 pigs  with  submaxillary  nodes  infected. 

14  pigs  with  mesenteric  nodes  infected. 

1 pig  with  submaxillary  and  mesenteric  nodes 
infected. 


No  cattle  found  to  be  infected. 


PRIVATE  ABATTOIRS 


Thornhill  Bacon  Factory. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Wholly 

Slaughtered  Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Pigs 

24,979  30 

123 

5,164 

10,233 

Reasons  for  Condemnation  : — 


Wholly 

Partially 

Disease  or  Condition 

Condemned 

Condemned 

Pigs 

Pigs 

Fevered  and  Improperly  Bled 

11 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Septic  Pneumonia 

5 

Erysipelas 

2 

... 

Septic  Nephritis  with  Peritonitis 

4 

Emaciation  with  Oedema 

3 

Pyaemia  ... 
Arthritis  ... 

4 

56 

Abscesses 

to 

Bruising  ... 

48 

Totals 

30 

123 

Tuberculosis.  185  pigs  with  submaxillary  nodes  infected. 

500  pigs  with  mesenteric  nodes  infected. 

43  pigs  with  submaxillary  and  mesenteric  nodes 
infected. 


68 


Racks. 


Number  of  Animals 


Weight  in  Weight  in 


Animal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Condemned  Condemned 
Meat  Offal 

Cattle  .... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Sheep  ... 

70,S33 

75 

13 

t 2,976 

5,210 

Pigs  ... 

Calves 

18 

Totals  ... 

70,851 

75 

13 

2.976 

5,210 

Reasons  fob  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle  Sheep  Pigs  Calves 

Fevered 

25 

Emaciation  and 

Dropsy  ... 

33 

Extensive  Bruising 

2 

J aundice  ... 

2 

Septic  Metritis 

i 

Septic  Pneumonia 

7 

... 

Arthritis  and 

Bruising  ... 

... 

3 

Abscesses  ... 

...  1 6 

Pleurisy 

4 

Anaemia 

o 

Oedema 

... 

3 



Totals 

75 

13  
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Dornock. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

Sheep  ... 

64,868 

21 

6 

684 

1,417 

Pigs  ... 

Calves  . . . 

2 

... 

... 

Totals  ... 

64,870 

21 

6 

684 

1,417 

Reasons  fob  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 


Fevered 
Emaciation 
Arthritis  ... 
Septic  Pneumonia 
Septic  Metritis 
Fracture  ... 
Bruising  ... 
Pyaemia  ... 


Wholly 

Partially 

1 Condemned 

Condemned 

Sheep 

Sheep 

7 

4 

2 

2 

i 

i 

21 

6 

Totals 
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Langholm. 


Number  of  Animals  Weight  in  Weight  in 

Class  of lbs.  lbs. 


Animal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Condemned  Condemned 
Meat  Offal 

Cattle  ... 

96 

163 

Sheep  ... 

479 

3 

1 

93 

62 

Pigs  ... 

7 

1 

Calves . . . 

1 

l 

50 

14 

Totals  ... 

583 

4 

1 

143 

239 

Reasons  fob  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle  Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle  Sheep  Pigs  Calves 

Fevered 
Bruising  ... 
Joint  111  ... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

"l 

.”  i !"  "! 

- ■ - i 

Totals 

3 j ... 

1 

i ...  ... 

General. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  County  shows  a 
marked  increase  from  last  year  and  this  is  principally  due  to  the 
demands  of  the  “export”  trade.  This  particular  trade  is  increasing 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  considered  necessary  to  provide 
additional  hanging  accommodation  at  the  Council’s  Public 
Slaughterhouse  in  Thornhill  to  accommodate  this  expansion.  Plans 
have  now  been  passed  and  the  construction  work  started  on  this 
new  accommodation,  and  when  the  work  is  completed  additional 
hanging  space  will  be  available  for  an  extra  500  sheep  carcases. 
Tn  providing  this  facility  the  Local  Authority  are  encouraging 
proper  carcase  cooling  before  packing  for  transport  to  the  London 
market,  and  so  preventing  wastage  during  transit. 

A considerable  number  of  these  export  carcases  are  trans- 
ported by  road  transport  in  insulated  vehicles  specially  designed 
for  this  type  of  work,  and  these  in  use  at  present  have  proved  on 
inspection  to  be  quite  satisfactory,  although  there  is  no  prescribed 
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standard  for  such  vehicles.  This  is  a situation  which  could  lend 
itself  to  various  malpractices  and  I would  urge  the  introduction  of 
some  form  of  legal  standard  controlling  such  vehicles,  this  standard 
tto  include  construction  relative  to  maintaining  a satisfactory  state 
;of  cleanliness  and  temperature  control. 

MEAT  STORES 

One  certificate  in  respect  of  storage  accommodation  was 
iissued  during  the  year  to  a Butcher  not  keeping  open  shop  for  the 
■tsale  of  meat  or  meat  food  products  as  prescribed  by  Regulations 
15(1)  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland)  1932. 
'The  standard  of  accommodation  is  similar  to  that  provided  at  a 
!1  but cher’s  shop. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1956 

Unsound  Food. 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspection  or  on  request,  the  food- 
stuffs as  shown  in  the  following  table  were  examined  in  wholesale 
and  retail  premises  in  the  Landward  area  of  the  County  and  in 
the  Burghs  of  Annan,  Langholm,  Lochmaben,  Lockerbie,  Moffat 
and  Sanquhar  and  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  with 
the  consent  of  the  owners  in  terms  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1956  : — 
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FOOD  SEIZED  AT  RETAIL  SHOPS,  ETC. 


Description 

Weight 

lbs. 

OZS. 

Tinned  Meat  ... 

685 

11 

99 

Pork  ... 

... 

1,046 

12 

99 

Ham  ... 

1,460 

11 

99 

Tongue 

... 

117 

12 

99 

Bacon  ... 

67 

13 

99 

Sausages 

... 

i 

4 

99 

Chicken 

14 

1 

99 

Fish 

. . . 

4 

14| 

99 

Soup  ... 

21 

7 

99 

Fruit  and  Juices 

275 

99 

Tomatoes 

3 

"5 

10 

99 

Carrots 

1 

3 

99 

Peas 

14 

84 

99 

Beans  ... 

1 

14 

99 

Mixed  Vegetables 

... 

6 

5 

99 

Tomato  Paste 

1 

99 

Rice 

1 

6 

99 

Chinese  Egg  ... 

22 

99 

Syrup  ... 

2 

Milk  ... 

7 

Packet  Cheese  ... 

Q 

Beef 

9ft  9 

Mutton 

110 

1 

Pork 

385 

s 

Bacon 

37 

Ox  Liver 

19 

... 

Pigs’  Kidneys  ... 

7 

...  "j 

Kippers 



... 

... 

56 

...  ■] 

Total  ... 

4,567 

Si 

2 tons,  6 st.,  3 lbs.,  84  ozs. 


Ihe  total  weight  of  all  foodstuffs  seized  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  being  meat  and  offal  seized  at  the  slaughterhouses 
plus  foodstuffs  seized  at  wholesale  and  retail  premises  during  1 959, 
amounted  to  34  tons,  8 cwts.,  3 st.,  9 lbs.,  84  ozs. 

J he  practice  of  carrying  out  an  intensive  inspection  of 
( hristmas  poultry  exposed  for  sale  was  continued  this  year  and  a 
remarkable  change  noted  from  the  time  when  this  intensive 
inspection  was  first  started  some  three  years  ago.  With  the 
introduction  of  intensive  breeding  of  poultry  for  the  table  and 
the  formation  of  poultry  packing  stations  using  the  deep  freeze 
method  of  storing,  it  was  found  that  the  majority  of  poultry 
retailers  were  taking  advantage  of  this  new  service.  The  practice 
<>f  buying  live  poultry  and  plucking  and  preparing  them  for  sale 
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on  the  retail  premises  is  going  out  of  favour  with  the  trade, 
preference  being  given  to  the  quick  frozen  prepacked  article. 
This  new  method  of  marketing  table  birds  has  much  to  commend 
it,  but  with  the  ever  increasing  demand  for  this  type  of  meat, 
consideration  will  require  to  be  given  to  a more  comprehensive 
control  being  made  available  over  the  premises  used  for  this 
purpose  and  to  the  inspection  of  the  carcase  meat  before  freezing. 

The  backyard  fowl  and  the  customer’s  Christmas  present 
bird  submitted  to  the  retailer  for  plucking  and  dressing  gave 
more  cause  for  complaint  on  inspection  than  the  mass-produced 
prepacked  carcase.  As  the  customer’s  bird  was  not  exposed  for 
sale  it  was  only  possible  to  leave  a certificate  intimating  unfitness 
for  human  consumption  for  the  shopkeeper  to  give  to  the  customer 
when  the  carcase  was  collected.  In  other  cases,  the  unsound 
carcases  were  seized  with  the  owner’s  consent  and  the  usual 
certificate  issued. 

SAMPLES  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

The  Council’s  chemical  laboratory  was  closed  at  the  end  of 
19o8,  and  the  Council  appointed,  as  Public  Analyst  for  the  County 
of  Dumfries,  Mrs  L.  M.  Mundy,  f.r.i.c.,  f.p.s.,  of  the  firm  of 
Wallace  & Clark,  Analysts  and  Consulting  Chemists,  Glasgow,  to 
whom  all  food  and  drugs  samples  were  submitted  during  the 
current  year. 

Some  of  the  milk-testing  apparatus  was  retained  by  this 
Department  following  the  closure  of  the  laboratory.  This  has  been 
set  up  to  enable  simple  tests  to  be  made  on  samples  of  milk  taken 
infoi’mally,  and  is  already  proving  to  be  a very  useful  adjunct, 
particularly  in  that  it  allows  of  analyses  being  obtained  almost 
immediately.  It  is  used  for  the  testing  of  milk  following  com- 
plaints by  purchasers  where  it  is  important  to  ascertain  quickly 
whether  the  complaint  is  genuine  or  irresponsible,  and  for  the 
testing  of  large  numbers  of  samples,  either  being  multiple  samples 
from  the  same  producer  or  from  a number  of  farms.  The  use  of  this 
apparatus  thus  effects  considerable  economies  in  time  and  money. 

The  tests  are  carried  out  to  determine  milk  fat  and  milk 
solids  not  fat,  and  are  similar  to  the  tests  carried  out  by  the 
creameries  in  the  area.  The  Manager  of  one  of  these  creameries 
kindly  afforded  facilities  for  the  training  of  some  of  the  staff  in 
the  technique  of  this  testing. 
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Since  this  laboratory  was  set  up  during  the  year,  129  samples 
have  been  examined. 

One  hundred  and  forty-eight  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were- 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  rear.  The  following 
table  shows  the  various  commodities  sampled  : — 


Samples  Taken  : — 


Article 

No. 

Procured 

No.  adul- 
terated or 
otherwise 
giving 
rise  to 
irregular- 
ity 
l 

Article 

No.  adul- 
terated or 
No.  Otherwise- 

Procured  giving 

rise  hr 
irregular- 
ity 

F. 

1. 

F. 

1. 

F. 

I.  F.  I. 

(a)  Foodstuffs. 

Brought  Forward 

85 

46  1 

Apples  

3 

(b)  Drums,  etc. 

Baking  Powder 

1 

Camphorated  Oil  ... 

2 

Butter  

... 

3 

Castor  Oil  

i 

Cream  

1 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

i 

Coffee  

1 

Cough  Mixture 

... 

i 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

Digestive  Powder  ... 

... 

i 

Essence  

2 

Epsom  Salts 

... 

i 

Currants  

1 

Flowers  of  Sulphur  ... 

i 

Dripping  

... 

2 

Gee’s  Linctus 

i ...  1 ... 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

Glycerine  

i 

Fish  Paste  ... 

1 

Gregory’s  Powder  ... 

i 

Fruit  Drinks... 

1 

Halibut  Liver  Oil 

Flour,  Self-raising  ... 

1 

Capsules  

... 

i 

Gelatine  

1 

Iodine,  Tincture  of  ... 

2 

Gin  ...  

1 

Liquid  Paraffin 

i 

Ice  Cream 

6 

Olive  Oil  

... 

i 

Jams 

... 

2 

Syrup  of  Figs 

... 

i 

3 

Margarine  

i 

Totals  ... 

85 

63  1 

Macaroon  Paste 

i 

Meat  Paste 

i 

Milk 

34 

i 

1 

Mince  

13 

Mineral  Waters 

i 

Pectin,  Liquid  Fruit 

i 

Pepper,  White 

i 

Potatoes  

2 

Sausages,  Link 

1 

5 

Sausages,  Slicing  ... 

3 

Vinegar  

o 

Whisky 

33 

Carry  Forward 

85 

40 

1 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  one  case.  This  concerned 
milk,  which  was  found  to  be  non-genuine  on  analysis.  “Appeal-to- 
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tbe-cow”  samples  were  taken  and  the  milk  found  to  be  genuine. 
The  vendor  was  fined  the  sum  of  £10. 

In  addition  to  the  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
129  samples  of  milk  were  taken.  These  were  examined  for  butter 
fat  and  milk  solids  not  fat  content,  in  this  Department’s  own 
laboratory  as  already  mentioned. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Pood)  Regulations 

(Scotland),  1927,  as  Amended. 

All  samples  taken  under  the  above  Regulations  were  found  on 
examination  to  be  genuine  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Regulations.  This  is  the  second  successive  year  when  no 
contravention  of  these  Regulations  has  occurred  and  it  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  Traders  concerned  that,  since  their  obligations 
under  the  Regulations  were  made  plain  to  them  by  circular  letter, 
no  contraventions  have  been  uncovered.  I feel  it  often  happens  that 
the  people  engaged  in  some  of  the  food  handling  businesses  are  not 
fully  aware  of  their  legal  obligations  and  very  often  contravention 
is  committed  in  ignorance  and  with  no  real  intent  to  defraud. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1959 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  insert  the 
above  heading  in  this  Annual  Report. 

These  Regulations  were  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland  under  powers  conferred  on  him  by  Sections  1 3 and  56  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956,  and  are  so  formulated 
to  exercise  a measure  of  control  over  the  handling,  preparation, 
storage  and  sale  of  food  for  human  consumption.  In  common 
with  most  Public  Health  legislation,  the  provisions  of  the  Regula- 
tions cannot  completely  cover  the  subject  in  every  aspect  and  for 
this  reason  have  been  severely  criticised,  both  by  the  Traders  and 
the  Officers  responsible  for  their  Administration. 

The  principal  criticisms  are  the  lack  of  positive  standards  in 
the  Regulations  and  the  omission  of  Registration  of  the  particular 
premises  to  which  the  Regulations  apply.  I cannot  agree  with  the 
first  of  these  criticisms  as  I feel  the  variety  of  premises  to 
be  considered  is  so  great  as  to  preclude  the  introduction  of 
fixed  standards.  The  general  direction  given  in  the  Regulations  is 
sufficient  to  allow  the  responsible  officers  to  assess  each  business 
on  its  own  merits  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  exercise  his  own 


ability  to  adjudge  the  requirements  of  any  particular  set  of 
premises  to  produce  and  offer  wholesome  and  dean  food  for 
human  consumption.  The  basic  purpose  of  the  Regulation'  i-  to 
ensure  the  clean  and  safe  handling  of  food  and  not  to  standardise 
every  set  of  food  premises. 

With  regard  to  Registration,  I understand  there  are  legal 
difficulties  in  introducing  such  a measure  at  this  stage,  but  feel  it 
would  have  been  a great  benefit  to  the  administrative  authorities 
in  carrying  out  the  initial  survey  so  necessary  when  dealing  wit  h 
new  legislation  of  this  nature. 

In  order  to  acquaint  everyone  concerned  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Regulations  and  at  the  same  time  indicate  the 
Council’s  proposed  administration  of  these,  several  meetings 
were  arranged  with  the  various  Trade  organisations  in  different 
parts  of  the  County  where  the  Regulations  were  discussed,  and  an 
opportunity  given  to  the  Traders  to  ah’  their  views.  These  meetings 
were  very  successful  in  preparing  the  people  concerned  for  the 
initial  visit  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  then*  premises,  when  a 
detailed  inspection  of  the  premises  was  made  and  verbal  intima- 
tion of  any  defects  or  omissions  given. 

This  visit  was  followed  bv  a second  inspection  when  the 
premises  were  again  reviewed  and  a written  report  submitted  on 
the  defects  and  omissions  and  later  intimated  by  informal  letter 
to  the  owner  or  the  occupier  as  the  case  might  be. 

One  of  the  early  administrative  difficulties  encountered  was 
the  separation  of  the  “ owners’  ” and  “ occupiers’  ” responsibilities 
in  connection  with  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations.  Many  of 
the  premises  used  as  food  premises  were  not  let  as  such  in  the  first 
instance,  and  it  may  have  been  prejudicial  to  the  occupier's 
interests  to  intimate  defects  to  an  absent  landlord,  so  all  the  de- 
fects were  notified  in  the  first  instance  to  the  occupier  thereby 
affording  him  an  opportunity  to  negotiate  terms  and  conditions 
with  the  owner  of  the  property.  The  response  to  this  informal 
notification  was  remarkably  good  and  a considerable  amount  of 
progress  has  been  made  in  this  way. 

The  process  of  attaining  the  high  standard  for  food  premises^ 
aimed  at  in  the  new  Regulations  will  of  necessity  have  to  be  a 
fairly  long-term  one,  and  one  which  will  require  a lot  of  good 
sense  and  understanding  between  the  Traders  concerned  and  the  r 
Adm  i nistrati ve  Authority . 


/ / 

The  requirements  of  the  Regulations  came  into  force  in  two 
sections,  the  first  section  being  effective  from  1st  May,  1959,  and 
the  second  or  whole  of  the  requirements  from  1st  October,  1959. 
During  this  interim  period  the  meetings  previously  referred  to 
were  held.  All  premises  were  visited  and  informal  intimations 
served  without  additional  staff,  and  l would  record  here  my 
appreciation  to  all  concerned  in  this  operation  for  their  co-opera- 
tion and  enthusiasm.  This  work  entailed  978  visits  to  various  food 
premises. 


LABELLING  OF  FOOD  ORDER,  1953 

The  provisions  of  this  Order  were  carried  out,  but  no  contra- 
ventions were  found. 

THE  ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948 

Details  of  the  ice  cream  premises  and  vehicles  in  use  and 
details  of  the  administration  of  the  Regulations  during  the  year 


are  summarised  below  : — 

(1)  Registrations  granted,  cancelled,  etc-.,  in  1959  : — 

Premises  Vehicles- 

Registrations  in  force  at  31st  December,  1958  39  16 

Registrations  granted  during  1959  ...  1 4 

Registrations  cancelled  during  1959  ...  — — 

Registrations  discontinued  during  1959  ...  — 2 

Registrations  in  force  at  31st  December,  1959  40  18 

(2)  Details  of  Premises  in  use  : — 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  of 
Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Premises  registered  for  Manufacture  and  Storage  of  Ice 
Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premises  registered  for  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  26 


(One  of  the  premises  registered  for  Manufacture,  Storage  and 
Sale  is  confined  to  the  use  of  a complete  cold  mix.) 

(3)  Details  of  Ice  Cream  Vehicles  in  use  : — 

Large  vans  specifically  constructed  for  Ice  Cream  Sale  ...  14 
Vans  modified  to  comply  with  the  requirements  for  Ice 
Cream  Sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  3 

Tricycles,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 
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i(4)  Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination  : — 

Number  of  samples  of  Ice  Cream  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  during  1959  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  samples  found  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  high 
bacterial  count  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  samples  found  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  the 
presence  of  coliform  organisms  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  samples  found  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  8 

(5)  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act : — 
Number  of  samples  of  Ice  Cream  taken  for  chemical  analysis 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ff 

(These  samples  were  found  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of 
the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  (Scotland)  Regulations, 
1959.) 

(6)  General  : — 

Fifty-four  visits  were  paid  to  ice  cream  premises  during  the 
year. 

The  sale  of  ice  cream,  other  than  by  dealers  who  are  also 
manufacturers,  appears  to  be  becoming  mainly  confined  to  wrapped 
ice  cream.  Registration  has,  however,  to  remain  in  force  in  respect 
of  these  premises  from  which  such  sale  takes  place,  because  iced 
drinks  may  be  prepared  or  because  the  customer  wishes  the 
dealer  to  unwrap  the  ice  cream  at  the  time  of  sale.  This  tendency 
does  not  apply  to  vehicles  as  these  are,  for  the  most  part,  operated 
by  dealers  who  are  also  manufacturers,  and  it  is,  of  course,  much 
easier  to  maintain  on  a van  the  required  temperature  for  loose 
ice  cream  in  bulk  in  a conservator  than  the  lower  temperature 
necessary  for  wrapped  ice  cream. 

In  the  case  of  small  manufacturing  premises  operated  by 
dealers  who  also  have  a shop  or  cafe,  great  difficulty  is  experi- 
enced by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  ensuring  that  the  ice  cream 
rooms  do  not  become  general  storage  accommodation.  Especially 
is  this  the  case  during  the  winter  months  when  the  actual  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream  may  only  occupy  part  of  one  day  per  week. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  (PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY) 
(SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1955 

I he  requirements  of  the  above  Regulations  are  designed  to 
•secure  humane  conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the 
slaughter  of  animals  at  slaughterhouses  and  knackers'  yards. 
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In  addition,  they  prescribe  the  circumstances  in  which  a local 
authority  may  impose  a condition  in  a slaughterman’s  licence 
that  he  shall  not  slaughter  an  animal  except  under  supervision. 

During  routine  meat  inspection  visits,  checks  were  made  to 
ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  above  Regulations  were  being 
-observed,  and  in  no  case  was  there  evidence  of  contravention. 


Sla vu htkb houses  Act,  1954. 

The  four  slaughterhouses  operated  in  the  landward  area  of 
the  County  continue  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner 
and  during  routine  inspection  no  cause  for  complaint  was  found. 

Licensing  of  Slaughtermen. 

Thirty  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  in  terms  of  the 
-Slaughterhouse  Act,  1928-1954;  these  were  as  follows  : — 


Slaughter  of  all  animals  including  horses  ...  ...  ...  2 

Slaughter  of  cattle,  sheep,  pigs,  goats  ...  ...  ...  20 

Slaughter  of  sheep  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 7 

Provisional  Licence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1897 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  eight  sets  of  premises  engaged  in  the  listed  “offensive 
trades”  continue  in  operation  anti  give  no  cause  for  complaint. 
The  eight  sets  of  premises  are  controlled  by  three  firms  and  as 
•explained  in  previous  reports  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  define  the 
limits  of  each  of  the  specific  trades  concerned. 

The  reconstruction  of  one  of  the  larger  of  these  premises, 
engaged  in  manure  manufacture,  etc.,  from  dead  animals  and 
inedible  offal,  is  continuing,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  new 
digestion  plant  will  be  in  use  some  time  in  1960.  When  this  is  in 
operation,  a greater  amount  of  offensive  material  will  be  better 
dealt  with  than  hitherto. 


Complaints. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  com- 
plaints dealt  with  during  the  year: — 
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Number 

Number 

Nature  of  Complaint 

(a)  Structural  and  other  defects  of  dwelling- 

Reported 

Abated 

houses,  including  dampness 
(b)  Choked  and  defective  drains  and  defective 

49 

25 

sanitary  conveniences 

(c)  Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  water 

10 

8 

supplies 

5 

2 

(d)  Overcrowding 

5 

1 

(e)  Offensive  Smells 

9 

0 

(f)  Accumulation  of  Refuse  ... 

5 

4 

(g)  Infestation  by  Pests 

40 

34 

(h)  Pollution  of  Streams  and  Ditches 

2 

o 

(i)  Dirty  Houses 

4 

4 

(j)  Others 

1.3 

9 

Totals  ... 

142 

98 

The  number  of  intimations  served  in  terms  of  Section  19  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  diminishes  each  year  and  the  necessity  for 
serving  Section  20  notices  has  almost  become  a thing  of  the  past. 
As  will  be  readily  seen  from  the  above  table,  the  greatest  number 
of  complaints  received  related  to  structural  and  other  defects  of 
dwelling-houses,  and  it  was  often  found  when  investigating  the 
complaint  that  the  complainant's  principal  purpose  was  to  try  and 
accelerate  his  or  her  selection  for  the  tenancy  of  a Council  house. 

Some  of  the  other  complaints  were  found  on  investigation  to 
be  completely  unfounded,  or  founded  on  neighbours'  quarrels, 
and  very  often  a considerable  amount  of  the  District  Inspector  s 
time  is  taken  up  in  dealing  with  this  type  of  complaint. 

Dirty  Houses. 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  serve  a Section  40  notice- 
as  prescribed  in  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act  of  1897  although 
15  visits  were  made  in  this  connection.  It  seems  to  me,  when  I 
reviewing  this  aspect  oi  Public  Health  work  and  the  same  offenders- 
reappear,  that  nothing  short  of  institutional  care  is  the  answer  to 
this  type  of  house  occupier.  The  majority  of  people  in  this  class- 
<n ('  either  old  and  infirm  or  in  some  way  unsuitable  for  home* 
li\  mg  conditions,  and  are  incapable  of  being  assisted. 
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Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

With  the  growing  popularity  of  the  caravan  both  as  temporary 
housing  accommodation  and  as  a holiday  home,  the  need  for 
better  parking  facilities  grows  more  urgent  each  year.  The  pro- 
vision of  caravan  sites  with  the  attendant  amenities  is  at  the 
moment  being  undertaken  by  private  enterprise  and  so  long  as 
this  shows  a reasonable  financial  return  no  doubt  the  practice  will 
continue  and  the  well-organised  park  gives  no  cause  for  complaint. 
The  difficulty  arises  when  a caravan  park  is  provided  with  the 
bare  minimum  of  facilities  and  no  supervision.  An  agreement 
with  the  planning  authority  and  the  public  health  department 
ensures  that  planning  permission  to  establish  such  a park  is  not 
granted  unless  suitable  water  supplies  and  drainage  are  available 
at  the  proposed  site  and  a maximum  permitted  number  of  caravans 
fixed  for  the  development  in  accordance  with  the  sanitary  facilities 
to  be  provided. 

The  present  Byelaws  Regulating  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc., 
seem  at  the  moment  to  be  adequate  to  deal  with  the  present 
situation  but  there  might  be  some  merit  in  establishing  a National 
Standard  for  Caravan  Parks  or  consideration  might  be  given  to 
the  provision  of  such  facilities  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  recognised  camping  and  caravan  sites  in  the  landward 
area  of  the  County  continue  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  A marked  improvement  has  been  made  at  some  of  the 
less  satisfactory  sites  as  a result  of  regular  inspection  and  super- 
vision. Seventy-one  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  this 
connection. 

Further  surveys  of  the  main  road  “Lay-By  emphasises  the 
need  for  better  facilities  and  supervision  at  these  areas,  and  as  I 
dealt  with  this  problem  fully  in  last  year's  report,  1 can  only  say 
the  position  remains  the  same  with  no  progress  to  report. 

Seasonal  Workers. 

The  employment  of  seasonal  workers  on  agricultural  pro- 
jects is  now  a thing  of  the  past  and  only  one  farm  in  the  Landward 
Area  of  the  County  resorted  to  this  type  of  labour.  The  premises 
occupied  by  these  people  are  inspected  prior  to  the  start  of  the 
seasonal  work  and  regular  inspections  are  made  during  the  period 
of  occupancy  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  law  on  this  subject. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1948 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
comprised  138  Mechanical,  4 Non-Mechanical  and  13  other 
premises  in  which  Section  7 of  the  principal  Act  is  enforceable  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

The  following  list  shows  the  trades  or  businesses  carried  on  in 
Factories  in  the  County  (exclusive  of  the  Burghs)  : — 


(a)  Mechanical. 

Animal  Feeding  Stuff  Manu.  2 
Aerated  Water  Manufacture  1 
Agricultural  Machinery  and 

Tractor  Repairs  ...  2 

Baking  ...  ...  7 

Blacksmith  ...  ...  13 

Boilermaking  ...  ...  1 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs  ...  3 

Brick  Making  ...  ...  3 

Cheese  Manufacture  ...  1 

Chemicals  Manufacture  ...  1 

Chipboard  Manufacture  ...  1 

Drain  Pipe  and  Tile  Manu.  1 
Egg  Grading  and  Packing...  3 
Fertiliser  Manufacture  ...  2 

Firewood  Manufacture  ...  I 
GasWorks  ...  ...  ...  1 

Golf  Ball  Repairs  ...  ...  1 

Gr  ass  Drying  and  Grinding  1 
Gravel  Washing  ...  ...  2 

Joiner  ...  ...  ...  22 

Ladder  Manufacture  ...  1 

Laundry  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Non-Mechanical. 

Joiner  ...  . 2 


(e)  Others. 

Building  Operations  and 
Works  ol  Construction  ...  10 


Limestone  Crushing 
Loco.  Repairing 
Manure  Manufacture 
Meal  Manufacture  ... 

Meat  Food  Product  Manu. 
Moss  Winning  and  Baling  ... 
Motor  Vehicle  Repairing  ... 
Pre-cast  Concrete  Works  ... 
Plumber 

Potato  Cleaning  and  Packing 
Poultry  Grit  Manufacture  ... 
Poultry  Slaughtering  and 
Plucking  ... 

Road  Plant  Repairs 

Rubber  Goods  Manufacture 

Sand  Screening 

Sawmills 

SI augh  tei  h >use 

Stone  Dressing  and  Sawing 

Tailor 

Tallow  Melting 
Tarmacadam 
Tin  Baling  ... 

General  Workshops 


1 

1 

1 

1 


5 

2 

17 

•2 


2 

1 
1 

2 
l 

1 
4 

23 

1 

2 
1 


l 

•> 


Slaughterhouses 


2 


Electricity  Sub-Station  ...  1 

Laundry  (Institutional)  ...  2 


Circular  letter  No.  11/60  from  the  Department  of  Health  for 
Scotland  requires  that  details  of  the  administration  of  the  Factories 
Acts  be  given  in  the  following  format  : — 


Part  1 of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

In- 

spections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Bocal 
Authorities 

4 

<ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

138 

272 

10 

(iii)  other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers  premises) 

13 

15 

1 

Total  

155 

294 

11 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 


(1) 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.  2) 
Unreasonable  temperature  (s.g) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) : — 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  re- 
lating to  Outwork)  ... 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Referred 


Found  Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.  M. 

Inspector  Inspector 
(2)  (3)  i (4)  (5) 


Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 
(0) 


17 


10 


Total 


84 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  01  AVorlc 
(1) 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out- 
workers in 
August 
list  re- 
quired by 
Section 
ll0(l)(c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices  ProaeuH 

served  tions  a 

(6)  (7)  ] 

Wearing  Apparel : — 

Making,  etc.. 

Cleaning  and 

Washing 

(i 

... 

Other* 

... 

... 

I 

l_J 

Tavo  hundred  and  se\renty-nine  Arisits  of  inspection  Avere 
made  to  Factory  premises  during  the  year.  Fifteen  visits  were 
made  to  Section  7 premises.  The  usual  defects  Avere  found  on 
these  inspections,  i.e.,  insufficient  and  defective  sanitary  con- 
veniences. These  were  remedied  in  every  case  without  recourse' 
to  statutory  proceedings. 

Six  visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  Factory  OutAvorkcrs 
during  the  year  and  in  every  case  the  conditions  in  the  home 
were  satisfactory.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified  or 
discovered  in  any  of  the  Outworkers'  homes  during  the  year. 

Only  one  Certificate  as  to  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  has 
still  to  be  issued.  The  reason  for  the  delay  in  issuing  this  Certificate 
has  been  the  difficulty  in  having  the  necessary  Avorks  fully  com- 
pleted. It  is.  hoAvever,  anticipated  that  this  Certificate  aa ill  he 
issued  in  the  early  part  of  I960. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

It  is  gratifying  to  knoAv  that  in  the  first  full  year  after  the 
introduction  of  the  Dark  Smoke  ( Permitted  Periods)  (Scotland) 
Regulations.  1958,  no  persistent  offences  have  been  discovered  at 
the  various  plants  where  these  Regulations  apply.  It  would  be 
wrong  to  state  that  no  offences  were  committed  against  the 


provisions  of  the  Regulations,  but  any  contraventions  were  of 
such  a minor  character  as  to  be  inconsequential  or  were  created 
by  circumstances  which  offer  no  ready  solution. 

Dust  Emissions. 

The  Chipboard  manufacturing  plant  continues  to  give  cause 
for  some  concern  in  the  amount  of  wood  flour  and  sawdust  ex- 
hausted to  the  atmosphere  during  manufacturing  processes. 
This  nuisance  has  been,  to  a great  extent,  abated  in  the  year 
under  review,  with  the  installation  of  ‘ Bag  Filters”  on  the  two 
principal  offending  cyclones.  In  the  manufacture  of  a chipboard 
one  of  the  problems  is  the  transportation  of  the  wood  drippings 
do  the  various  processing  points  on  the  factory  floor,  and  this  is 
best  done  by  air  transport.  The  drippings  are  sucked  into  metal 
ducts  at  a high  velocity  and  released  at  a predetermined  point 
by  means  of  cyclones.  These  cyclones  are  rated  to  work  at  98% 
efficiency,  which  is  considered  very  high,  but  when  one  considers 
that  approximately  800  tons  of  drippings  are  used  in  one  week, 
the  extent  of  the  release  to  the  atmosphere  of  2%  of  these  is  no 
small  problem. 

This  year  the  firm,  after  lengthy  experiments  in  their  English 
factory,  piped  the  exhausts  from  the  two  principal  cyclones  on  the 
factory  roof  to  a prefabricated  metal  structure  into  which  “Bag 
Filters”  were  fitted.  This  work  has  reduced  the  dust  emissions 
•considerably  and  further  installations  of  a similar  nature  are  to  be 
fitted  to  the  remaining  cyclones  in  the  coming  year,  when  it  is 
hoped  that  conditions  will  be  such  as  to  eliminate  all  cause  for 
•complaint. 

The  stone  crushing  plant  being  used  for  the  production  of 
road  metal  for  road  improvements  on  A75  continues  in  operation 
and  during  the  year  has  given  little  cause  for  complaint  unless  in 
the  event  of  a mechanical  breakdown.  When  the  major  road  works 
in  this  section  are  nearer  completion,  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
production  rate  of  this  plant  will  be  increased  considerably  and  it 
will  be  necessary  to  augment  the  existing  water  towers  dealing 
with  the  dust  from  the  dryer  cyclones. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  work  involved  in  the  administration  of  this  Act.  in  the 
inspection  and  treatment  of  properties  for  rat  and  mice  infesta- 
tion, is  shown  in  the  following  tabulated  statement  : — 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Dwelling 

Business 

Agricul- 

Authority 

Houses 

or  Indus- 

toral 

Total 

Properties 

trial 

Premises 

Properties 

1. 

Number  of  Properties 
inspected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1959  : — 
(a)  As  result  of  notification 

22 

52 

13 

5 

92 

(b)  Otherwise 

57 

7 

26 

90 

Total  

79 

52 

20 

31 

182 

II. 

Number  of  above  proper- 
ties found  to  be  infested  by 
rats  or  mice  

35 

50 

16 

10 

111 

III. 

Number  of  above  infested 
properties  satisfactorily 
cleared  : — 

(a)  P.y  tlie  Local  Authority 

27 

48 

15 

7 

97 

(b)  Otherwise 

7 

o 

1 

3 

13 

Total  

34 

50 

16 

10 

110 

IV. 

Number  of  Notices  served 
under  Section  4- : — 

(a)  Treatment  

(b)  Works  

... 

Total  

V. 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
by  Local  Authority  follow- 
ing issue  of  notice  under 
Section  4 ... 

... 

VI. 

Number  of  Notices  issued 
under  Section  8(2) 

VII.  Number  of  Ships  Treated — Nil. 

Number  of  Rodent  Control  Certificates  Issued — Nil. 


One  operator  is  employed  whose  duties  include  the  inspection 
oi  all  properties  for  rat  infestation,  with  particular  attention 
being  given  to  all  Council  properties  and  to  those  Council  and 
other  properties  particularly  liable  to  infestation.  These  particular 
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properties  include  refuse  tips,  sewage  disposal  works,  slaughter- 
houses, offensive  trade  premises  and  grain  storage  premises.  The 
District  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the  Burgh  Surveyors  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  six  small  burghs  also  note  and  report 
on  infestations. 

The  operator  carries  out  control  measures  on  all  Council 
properties  and  also  at  private  dwelling-houses.  In  the  case  of 
[industrial  concerns  and  at  farms  control  measures  are  taken  by 
tthe  occupiers  unless  a request  is  made  for  the  services  of  the 
Council’s  operator,  in  which  case  a charge  is  levied  on  the  basis  of 
ttime  and  material,  the  material  being  poison  bait  or  poison  gas. 

Poison  bait  containing  Warfarin  continues  to  be  used  almost 
exclusively  because  of  the  efficiency  and  comparative  safety  of 
{this  as  compared  with  other  poisons.  The  bait  is  made  up  from 
ibiscuit  waste  obtained  locally  and  this  is  no  less  efficacious  than 
tthe  made-up  bait  commonly  retailed,  although  costing  con- 
siderably less. 

The  efficacy  of  Warfarin  baits  has  to  some  extent  given  rise 
Ito  the  belief  that  rat  control  is  now  so  easy  as  hardly  to  merit 
much  attention,  and  that  some  bait  deposited  here  and  there  is 
all  that  is  required.  This  is,  of  course,  fallacious  as  in  the  use  of 
’Warfarin  baits,  as  with  other  rat  control  measures,  worthwhile 
^success  is  only  achieved  by  regular  and  systematic  baiting  plus 
{intelligent  appraisal  of  the  factors  involved.  Especially  is  this  the 
•case  at  grain  stores,  farms  and  similar  premises  where  desultory 
Ibaiting  achieves  very  little  because  of  the  alternative  “foods” 
savailable  and  where  reservoirs  of  infestation  may  be  local  to  one 
jpart  of  the  premises  which  remains  untreated.  Haphazard  baiting 
sat  mouse  infestations  likewise  achieves  negligible  results. 

The  use  of  gas,  so  far  as  the  control  of  rats  is  concerned,  is 
mow  restricted  to  the  treatment  of  waste  land,  stream  embank- 
ments and  similar  properties. 

A one-day  course  was  arranged  with  the  Department  of 
L Agriculture  for  Scotland.  This  was  conducted  by  officers  of  the 
Department  and  was  attended  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  from  the 
iStewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  the  County  of  Wigtown,  the  Burghs 
•of  Dumfries,  Annan,  Langholm,  Lockerbie,  Moffat  and  Sanquhar, 
as  well  as  by  the  staff  of  this  County’s  Sanitary  Department. 
Thi  s course  was  attended  by  19  persons  and  was  very  satisfactory. 
In  addition,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  kindly  provided  the 
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services  of  one  of  their  Rodent  Officers  to  supervise  and  instruct 
the  Council’s  operators  in  the  latest  methods  of  rodent  control. 

Other  Pests — 

Moles. 

Extermination  of  moles  was  carried  out  at  five  properties 
during  the  year.  Trapping  proved  effective. 


Bats. 

These  were  reported  as  causing  inconvenience  at  three 
dwelling-houses.  When  the  premises  were  cleared,  repairs  to 
preclude  the  re-entry  of  bats  were  carried  out. 

Insect  Pests. 

At  24  properties,  following  complaints  and  requests  for 
assistance,  treatments  were  carried  out  to  eradicate  fleas,  ants 
and  wasps.  This  entailed  69  treatments. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping) 
Order,  1951. 

Eighteen  ships  were  visited  on  arrival  at  Annan  Harbour 
during  the  year. 

Pests  Act,  1954. 

Rabbit  Clearance  (Scotland)  No.  7 Order,  1956. 

The  control  of  rabbits  at  Council  properties,  including  a 
farm,  school  playing  fields,  disused  quarries,  burial  grounds,  etc., 
occupied  quite  a lot  of  time.  Control  measures  consist  in  using 
poison  gas  and  approved-type  traps.  The  use  of  gas  is  restricted 
to  rabbits  established  in  burrows  but  it  is  found  that  a large  part 
of  the  rabbit  population  has  now  taken  to  living  independently  of 
burrows.  These  live  entirely  above  ground  in  shelter  provided  by 
vegetation,  dykes,  and  in  shrubbery,  and  their  control  is  much 
more  difficult  than  formerly. 

CINEMATOGRAPH  ACTS,  1909  AND  1952 
CINEMATOGRAPH  (SAFETY)  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS, 

1955 

Fourteen  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the  three  cinemas 
in  the  County  area  during  the  year.  These  visits  are  made  to 


■ensure  that  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations  are  being  complied 
with  and  concern  such  matters  as  exit  arrangements,  safety 
lighting,  lire  precautions  and  appliances. 

There  is  a specific  standard  in  each  cinema  as  regards  safety 
arrangements  and  this  was  found  to  be  complied  with  on  the 
occasions  of  all  visits. 

Initially,  following  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Regulations, 
each  cinema  owner  was  required  to  carry  out  various  works,  all 
of  which  have  now  been  completed. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  PTiod)  Order,  19.57. 

The  Order  requires  that  waste  foods  being  meat,  bones,  offal 
or  any  broken  or  waste  foodstuffs  including  refuse,  scraps  and 
waste  which  have  been  in  contact  with  any  meat,  bones,  offal,  etc., 
shall  not  be  fed  to  animals  or  poultry  unless  such  foodstuffs  have 
been  boiled  (at  a temperature  of  not  less  than  212°F.  for  one  hour) 
by  means  of  a plant  and  equipment  in  respect  of  which  a licence 
has  been  granted  by  the  Local  Authority.  These  requirements 
apply  to  all  persons  utilising  such  foodstuffs  for  animal  feeding, 
but  only  those  persons  having  more  than  four  weaned  pigs  and  50 
heads  of  poultry  require  to  be  licensed. 

Thirty-six  licences  are  in  force.  No  new  licences  were  issued 
during  the  year. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926  AND  ORDERS  MADE 

THEREUNDER 

AND 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE  (GRADING  AND  MARKING)  ACT, 

1928 

Routine  visits  were  paid  to  food  shops  in  connection  with  the 
above,  principally  to  ensure  that  imported  goods  were  labelled  as 
such  as  required  by  the  Orders  made  under  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act.  There  continues  to  be  some  increase  in  the  number  of 
shops,  particularly  small  shops,  being  established  and  it  is  at  these 
premises  that  insufficient  marking  of  imported  foodstuffs  is  found. 
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FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDINGSTUFFS  ACT,  1926 
FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDINGSTUFFS  REGULATIONS,  1955 

During  the  year  under  review,  one  request  was  received  for 
an  analysis  to  be  made  of  a fertiliser.  This  was  from  a purchaser. 
On  visiting  the  farm  premises  it  was  found  that  a “true’"  sample 
could  not  be  procured,  the  fertiliser  having  already  been  applied 
to  the  land. 

Fourteen  test  or  informal  samples  were  taken  from  stocks 
held  by  various  suppliers  throughout  the  County.  These  comprised 
five  fertilisers  and  nine  feedingstuffs.  All  of  these  samples  were 
found  on  analysis  to  comply  with  the  warranty  given,  and  in  no 
case  was  it  necessary  to  institute  proceedings. 
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SMALL  BURGHS 

BURGH  OF  ANNAN 

Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  127  (69 
males,  58  females)  of  which  four  were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  79  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  69  (33  males,. 
36  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  21; 
Apoplexy,  11;  Cancer,  7.  Five  children  died  during  the  first  year 
of  life. 


Infectious  Disease 

One  notification  only  was  received  during  the  year,  that  of  a 
patient  suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  Ian  Gibson,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  : — 

Water  Supply. — From  the  middle  of  May,  the  level  of  the 
reservoir  at  Middlebie,  which  when  full  holds  32  million  gallons, 
started  to  fall  and  did  not  again  attain  the  top  water  mark  of 
24  feet  until  six  months  later.  The  lowest  level  reached  was  on 
16th  October  when  the  reservoir  contained  considerably  less  than 
half  its  normal  volume  of  water  and  probably  only  about  20  days’ 
supply.  For  the  remaining  months  of  the  year  there  was  generally 
an  overflow  from  the  reservoir  and  the  position  was  satisfactory. 

Remedial  work  on  the  two  trunk  mains  from  Middlebie  to 
Landheads  was  begun  at  the  beginning  of  August.  This  work 
entailed  the  removal  of  sections  of  main,  each  about  4 feet  long, 
at  intervals  of  100  to  150  yards  depending  on  local  conditions, 
and  scraping  and  relining  the  main  between  these  cuts.  While 
this  operation  was  being  carried  out  the  water  supply  to  the  town 
had  to  be  maintained  and  this  was  done  by  dealing  only  with  one 
trunk  main  at  a time.  Nevertheless,  the  water  supply  to  the  town 
was  seriously  interrupted  each  day  while  the  cutting  and  jointing 
was  in  progress.  A booster  pump  was  introduced  into  the  line  but 
even  then  the  bye-pass  arrangements  which  had  been  made  were 
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never  wholly  satisfactory.  In  addition,  a certain  amount  of  water 
was  drawn  off  to  wash  out  the  pipe  line  as  it  was  scraped  and  this 
water,  of  course,  was  run  to  waste. 

The  overall  result  was  that  the  amount  of  water  in  storage  at 
Landheads  dropped  rapidly  from  500,000  galloas,  equivalent  to 
40  hours’  supply,  to,  on  occasions,  less  than  100, 000  gallons,  or 
8 hours’  supply. 

In  order  to  conserve  the  supply,  restrictions  on  the  use  of 
water  were  imposed  and  arrangements  were  made  with  the 
County  Engineer  to  obtain  additional  supplies  of  water  from 
Dumfries  County  Council.  For  a period  from  the  end  of  August 
into  October  the  County  Council  were  supplying  an  average  of 
45,000  gallons  daily.  During  the  whole  year,  partly  because  of  the 
reconditioning  of  the  trunk  mains  and  partly  because  these  mains 
were  unable  to  meet  the  demand,  the  County  Council  supplied  no 
less  than  7,072,180  gallons  of  water. 

Because  of  the  continuing  drought  and  the  fast  falling  level 
of  the  reservoir,  the  Town  Council  decided  in  October  that  the 
pipe  scraping  and  reconditioning  contract  must  be  suspended 
until  such  time  as  the  level  of  water  in  the  reservoir  again  reached 
a safer  level. 

During  two  months,  some  700  yards  of  9",  2,600  yards  of  7' 
and  1,500  yards  of  6"  C.I.  water  main  were  reconditioned,  and  two 
7"  and  one  6"  sluice  valves  inserted.  Meter  readings  taken  before 
and  after  this  work  showed  that  an  increased  delivery  of  1 1 % had 
been  effected.  At  this  stage  the  1"  trunk  main  was  still  only 
capable  of  passing  202,000  gallons  per  day  instead  of  its  calculated 
carrying  capacity  of  450,000  gallons  per  day  which  proves  fairly 
conclusively  that  there  would  appear  to  be  some  major  defect  in 
the  pipe  line  still  to  be  discovered. 

A start  has  not  yet  been  made  on  the  major  improvement 
works  to  be  carried  out  at  Landheads  but  this  work  will  be  begun 
early  next  year  and  should  be  completed  before  September. 

The  quality  of  the  water  was  maintained  throughout  the  year 
and  regular  samples  taken  from  time  to  time  showed  that  chemi- 
cally and  bacteriologically  the  supply  was  in  all  ways  satisfactory 
for  human  consumption. 

The  total  consumption  of  water  was  115,134,300  gallons,  of 
which  15,360,770  gallons  was  supplied  through  62  meters  to  trade 
premises.  The  nett  domestic  consumption  which  includes  water 
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used  for  building  and  other  like  purposes  was  therefore  99,773,530 
gallons  which  for  an  estimated  population  of  5,200  at  tlxe  end  of 
the  year,  represents  a daily  consumption  of  52.6  gallons  per  head. 

Drainage  System  and  Sewage  Disposal. —No  major  works 
required  to  be  carried  out  on  the  drainage  system  or  sewage 
disposal  works  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  drainage  system  functioned  satisfactorily  and  apart 
from  two  choked  sewers  which  were  fairly  easily  cleared  did  not 
give  rise  to  any  problems. 

Cleansing  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  arrangements  for  the 
collection  of  domestic  and  other  refuse  remained  the  same  as  in 
previous  years.  There  was  a twice-weekly  collection  of  household 
refuse  throughout  the  town  except  in  the  main  shopping  centre 
where  a daily  collection  was  made.  Garden  refuse  was  also  collected 
at  the  same  time  and  a separate  salvage  collection  was  made  once 
per  week.  This  system  worked  satisfactorily  and  is  providing  an 
adequate  service  to  the  whole  town. 

All  refuse  continued  to  be  tipped  at  Corsehill  Quarry  about  2 A 
miles  from  the  town  and  during  the  year  a system  of  controlled 
tipping  was  started. 

Previously  all  refuse  was  simply  tipped  over  a very  wide  and 
deep  face  into  a quarry  without  any  form  of  control  with  the 
result  that  considerable  nuisance  in  the  form  of  smoke  from  fires, 
smells  particularly  from  shrimp  and  prawn  shells  which  were 
dumped  more  or  less  indiscriminately,  and  flies,  arose  fairly 
frequently.  The  main  difficulty  at  Corsehill  Quarry  arises  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  not  possible  for  a vehicle  to  get  down  to  the  bottom  of 
any  of  the  available  quarry  holes  with  the  result  that  tipping  has 
to  be  carried  out  over  too  deep  a face  for  practical  purposes. 
Nevertheless,  an  attempt  at  controlled  tipping  was  made  and  on 
the  whole  met  with  a fair  degree  of  success.  All  the  fires  were 
eventually  extinguished  and  it  was  arranged  that  the  shrimp  and 
prawn  waste  should  be  covered  daily  with  domestic  refuse.  All 
loose  paper  and  combustible  matter  was  burned  in  an  incinerator 
and  the  premises  were  locked  to  prevent  unauthorised  tipping  as 
much  as  possible. 

Sales  of  baled  waste  paper  showed  a slight  increase  on  the 
previous  year's  figure  of  37  tons,  ISA  cwts.  The  total  amount  sold 
was  38  tons  15  cwts.,  which  realised  the  sum  of  £234  I Os  7dr 
almost  £10  more  than  last  year. 
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Public  Slaughterhouse. — Xo  major  works  were  carried  out  to 
the  premises  during  the  year.  To  conform  with  recent  legislation 
drinking  troughs  were  provided  at  the  sheep  lairage. 

The  premises  were  maintained  at  all  times  in  a reasonably 
clean  condition  and  no  complaints  were  received. 

Housing. — During  1959  a further  57  houses  were  completed 
and  occupied.  All  these  houses  were  of  non-traditional  type 
provided  by  the  Scottish  Construction  Company  of  Edinburgh. 

In  addition,  one  of  the  Town  Council’s  improvement  schemes, 
•consisting  of  3 houses  at  Annfield  outside  the  Burgh,  was  com- 
pleted and  the  original  tenants  rehoused  there,  making  a total  of 
■60  houses  occupied  during  1959. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Town  Council  had  3 ‘Scotcon 
houses  under  construction  in  the  Newington  area,  while  the 
■Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  also  had  a scheme  of  30 
houses  in  course  of  erection,  together  with  12  single  person  flats 
which  are  being  built  by  the  Association  on  behalf  of  the  Town 
Council.  AH  these  45  houses  should  be  completed  and  occupied 
•during  the  early  part  of  I960. 

In  addition,  there  are  three  schemes  of  improvement  in  hand 
which  will  produce  7 modern  houses,  all  of  which  should  also  be 
■completed  next  year. 

During  1959  warrants  were  granted  in  the  Dean  of  Guild 
Court  for  the  erection  of  a further  6 bungalows  by  private  enter- 
prise and  in  addition,  12  major  and  11  minor  warrants  were 
granted  for  the  improvement  of  privately  owned  house  property. 

Seven  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  (Scotland) 
Act,  1950,  were  approved.  The  total  value  of  this  work  amounted 
to  £4,378  2s  5d  for  which  grants  amounting  to  £2,133  2s  lOd  were 
approved  by  the  Town  Council.  Since  the  beginning  of  this  scheme 
50  houses  have  been  improved  with  the  aids  of  grants,  totalling 
£ 1 5,053  2s  Id  in  all . The  value  oft  h is  work  amounted  to  £30,81 2 1 Is  l d, 
an  average  of  £616  5s  per  house.  One  Standard  Grant  of  £155  was 
also  approved. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  only  offensive  trade  now  carried  out 
in  the  Burgh  is  shrimp  peeling.  There  are  six  such  factories  and  no 
serious  complaints  concerning  them  were  received  during  the  year. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  general  working  conditions 
in  the  factories  within  the  Burgh  continue  to  be  good,  and  very 
few  defects  were  found  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Sixty-nine  visits 


of  inspection  were  made  to  36  factories  with  mechanical  power  and 
.8  factories  without  mechanical  power. 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM 

Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  38  (24 
males,  14  females).  There  were  two  illegitimate  births. 

During  the  year  17  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  36  (19  males,  17 
females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  20; 
Cancer,  6;  Apoplexy,  5.  One  child  died  during  the  first  year  of  life. 

Infectious  Disease 

Six  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received:  Pulmon- 
ary Tuberculosis,  3;  Whooping  Cough,  2;  Dysentery,  l. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  A.  Brebner,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Burgh  : — 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  derived  from  a number 
of  springs  situated  outwith  the  Burgh  and  is  subject  to  seasonal 
variation.  During  the  prolonged  period  of  drought  in  the  summer 
the  supply  remained  adequate  for  the  requirements  of  the  Town 
until  27th  August  when  restrictions  were  imposed  on  the  use  of 
water  for  non-domestic  purposes.  These  restrictions  were  re- 
moved on  29th  October,  when  the  yield  from  the  springs  had 
returned  to  normal. 

Analyses  of  samples  from  the  supply  indicate  that  the  water 
is  suitable  for  domestic  use. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  and  sewerage  system  has  been 
regularly  maintained  and  continues  to  function  satisfactorily. 
Sewers  of  low  gradients  were  scraped  and  cleared  of  grit  and  gravel 
and  several  blockages  were  cleared  during  the  year. 

As  the  decision  of  Dumfries  County  Council  with  regard  to  a 
general  scheme  of  refuse  and  sludge  disposal  is  not  yet  known,  no 
further  action  has  been  taken  in  respect  of  the  proposed  new 
sewage  disposal  works. 


96 


Cleansing.— The  collection  and  disposal  arrangements  for 
household  and  trade  refuse  continued  as  in  former  years  with  the 
addition  of  a weekly  collection  of  garden  refuse  during  the  summer 
months. 

The  disposal  tip  at  High  Mill  was  given  regular  attention,  hut- 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  controlling  the  breeding  of  flies- 
during  the  dry  and  warm  weather. 

Housing. — No  new  Council  houses  were  completed  during" 
the  year. 

Eight  privately-owned  houses  were  improved  and  grants 
ap proved  in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act.  1950. 

Factories. — There  are  5 non-mechanical  and  26  mechanical 
factories  in  the  Bui’gh.  No  cases  of  defects  were  dealt  with. 

Nuisances. — All  nuisances  complained  of  were  remedied 
without  recourse  to  statutory  procedure. 

Slaughterhouses. — The  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the- 
Burgh  has  beexx  maintained  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  skin  works  is  the  only  offensive  trade 
in  the  Burgh  and  the  premises  are  kept  in  a reasonable  state  of 
cleanliness.  New  scx'eens  have  been  installed  to  prevent  wool  from, 
gaining  access  to  the  sewerage  system. 

Burial  Grounds. — The  one  burial  ground  in  the  Burgh  is 
closed  for  interments  but  it  is  maintained  in  a tidy  condition. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  arrangenxeixts  at  Langholm  Academy 
and  the  Infants’  School  comply  with  modern  standards  of  cleanli- 
ness and  hygiene. 


BURGH  OF  LOCHMABEN 
Vital  Statistics 

I he  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  29  (2f 
males.  >S  females). 

During  the  year  14  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  22  (14  males,  8 
females).  I he  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  7; 
Cancer.  .>;  Apoplexy,  .‘1.  There  were  three  deaths  of  children, 
under  the  age  of  one  year. 
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Infectious  Disease 

Eleven  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received: 
Scarlet  Fever.  8;  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  2;  Non-respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  1. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

I am  indebted  to  Mi-  Berry,  County  Sanitary  Inspector,  tor 
the  following  report  : — 

New  Houses. — One  new  house  was  erected  by  a private 
person  during  the  year.  This  is  a traditional  type  house  of  five 
apartments. 

The  Council  did  not  erect  any  new  houses  during  1959. 

Improvements  to  Houses  : — 

Alterations. — Internal  structural  works  plus  the  provision 
of  additional  sanitary  facilities  were  carried  out  to  one  dwelling- 
house. 

Improvement  Grants. — Grant  was  promised  by  the  Council 
in  respect  of  works  at  one  dwelling-house  in  terms  of  Section  111 
of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950. 

Xo  improvement  grants  were  paid  during  1959. 

Since  improvement  grants  became  available  in  1950,  twenty- 
four  have  been  paid. 

Building  Byelaws. — Ten  plans  were  submitted  during  the  year. 
Reports  on  these  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Dean  of 
Guild  Court.  Twenty-six  minor  warrants  were  issued. 

Unsatisfactory  Houses. — Reports,  in  terms  of  Section  9 of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act.  1950,  were  furnished  in  respect  of  two 
unfit  dwelling-houses.  The  Council  agreed  that  the  owner  ol  these 
houses  should  be  allowed  time  to  submit  proposals  as  regards 
their  future  use. 

Water  Supply,  lake  many  other  Local  Authorities,  the  Burgh 
experienced  an  acute  water  shortage,  amounting  to  total  failure  of 
the  supply  from  the  beginning  of  September  until  mid-November. 

The  long  dry  spell,  plus  the  increasing  demand  for  water  in 
the  post-war  years  to  serve  new  houses  and  the  increased  needs  of 
modernised  dwellings,  combined  to  bring  about  this  state  of  affairs. 
No  ready  solution  was  at  hand,  as  almost  all  ot  the  water  available 
in  the  catchment  area  is  directed  into  the  reservoirs,  and  the 
relatively  high  situation  of  the  water  works  precludes  augmenta- 
tion of  the  supply  from  other  sources. 
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The  County  Council,  by  means  of  a cross-connection  from  the 
County  water  main  pipe  to  the  Burgh  water  main,  provided  a 
supply  of  water  for  six  days.  An  uninterrupted  supply  wa«  made 
available  at  first  but  this  resulted  in  serious  lack  of  pressure  in  the 
County  mains  in  the  surrounding  area  so  that  after  the  fir^t  day 
this  supply  was  restricted  to  two  short  off-peak  periods  per  day. 
The  fact  that  the  County  water  main  in  this  area  is  inadequate  to 
provide  an  unlimited  supply  to  the  Burgh  is  important  for  future 
deliberations. 

For  the  remainder  of  the  emergency,  water  was  injected  into 
the  Burgh  main  pipe  from  a borehole  supply  belonging  to  a private 
business  concern  in  the  Burgh.  This  necessitated  fitting  a chlorinat- 
ing plant,  water  pump  and  balancing  tanks,  the  works  in  this 
connection  being  undertaken  principally  by  the  County  Engin- 
eer's staff.  This  supply  served  for  approximately  two  months  until 
16th  November  when  the  normal  supply  was  resumed,  the  levels 
of  the  reservoirs  having  by  this  time  been  restored,  the  filters  re- 
constituted and  the  pipe  lines  scoured. 

During  the  whole  period  of  this  emergency,  checks  were  made 
on  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied.  Fourteen  samples  of  water 
from  the  borehole  supply  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion and  one  sample  for  chemical  analysis.  In  addition,  eighteen 
samples  of  the  Burgh’s  normal  supply  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  plus  three  for  chemical  analysis,  the  majority 
of  these  being  taken  immediately  prior  to,  and  immediately 
following,  resumption  of  the  normal  supply. 


Drainage. — Except  for  some  adjustments,  the  works  of 
extending  and  improving  the  Burgh’s  sewage  disposal  works  were 
substantially  completed  during  the  year. 

Initial  difficulties  were  experienced,  the  principal  of  these 
concerning  the  removal  and  disposal  of  the  large  quantity  of 
sewage  sludge  accumulated  over  the  period  of  reconstruction. 
W hen  this  had  been  removed  the  works  were  brought  into  proper 
use  and,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  a satisfactory  effluent  was  being 
pioduced  when  samples  were  taken  by  officers  of  the  Solway 
River  Purification  Board. 


At  meetings  during  the  year  with  representatives  of  the 
Consulting  Engineers,  deficiencies  and  operating  difficulties 
i mealed  in  the  course  of  works  maintenance  were  pointed  out. 
I lu  sc  have  largely  been  resolved.  They  concerned  overflow 
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levels,  syphons,  sludge  draw-offs,  and  detritus  removal  as  well  as 
site  works  of  levelling,  pathways  and  hard-standing  for  vehicles. 

Refuse  Disposal. — The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  con- 
tinues as  formerly.  Collection  is  by  a horse-drawn  vehicle  and 
disposal  is  to  a tip  in  the  Burgh  off  High  Street.  Because  of  its 
proximity  to  the  centre  of  the  Burgh,  this  tip  should  be  especially 
well  maintained.  Such  maintenance  is  not  possible  because  of 
restricted  access  to  the  tip,  the  difficulty  of  consolidation  of  the 
tip,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  and  transporting  blinding 
material.  The  nearness  of  the  tip  to  the  houses  is  also  an  en- 
couragement to  private  and  unauthorised  tipping  which  is  to  be 
deprecated.  Attention  has  to  be  paid  to  fly  breeding  and  to  dust 
and  smoke  nuisance. 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892. 

Complaints. — Four  complaints  were  received.  Except  for  one 
which  related  to  overcrowding,  these  were  adequately  dealt  with. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act. — Routine  anti-rat 
measures  were  undertaken  at  the  refuse  tip  and  sewage  disposal 
works.  Four  premises  were  treated  for  infestations  by  mice. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. — No  contraventions  of  this  Act  were 
noted  during  the  year. 

Shops  Act,  1950. — One  shop  was  provided  with  a W.C.  and 
wash-hand  basin  during  the  year. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. — Fifteen  visits  were  paid  to  caravans 
sited  within  the  Burgh.  These  visits  were  to  the  caravans  on  sites 
other  than  the  Council’s  authorised  park. 

Inspections  of  the  surrounds  of  the  Council’s  caravan  site 
were  also  made.  Toilet  facilities  were  provided  during  the  year. 


BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  46  (25 
males,  21  females)  of  which  two  were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  55  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  45  ( 1 6 males,  27 
females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Cancer,  1 1 ; Heart 
Disease,  6;  Apoplexy,  6.  There  were  three  deaths  of  children  under 
the  age  of  one  year. 


Infectious  Disease 

Five  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received:  Scarlet 
Fever,  4;  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  1. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  M'Phail,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  was  well  maintained  throughout 
the  year.  Routine  examination  showed  the  supply  to  be  suitable 
for  all  domestic  uses. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  and  sewerage  systems  operated 
satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

Sewage  Purification. — It  is  expected  that  the  extensions  to 
the  sewage  works  will  be  begun  during  the  summer  of  1960. 

Cleansing. — Household  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  twice 
weekly.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  a low-lving  marshy 
site  one  mile  outwith  the  Burgh  boundary.  The  tip  is  kept  in  good 
order  and  has  not  given  cause  for  complaint. 

Slaughterhouse. — The  slaughterhouse  was  inspected  regu- 
larly and  was  found  always  to  be  in  a clean  and  satisfactory 
condition.  Two  complaints  were  received  from  residents  nearby. 
These  arose  from  the  emptying  of  the  middens  during  hot  weather. 

Nuisances. — Four  nuisances  were  investigated  and  remedied 
on  verbal  instructions  to  the  authors. 

Factories. — There  are  34  factories  in  the  Burgh,  of  which  31 
are  mechanical.  Forty  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  six  minor 
complaints  rectified  on  verbal  instructions. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  is  one  offensive  trade  within  the 
Burgh,  that  of  tripe-cleaning.  This  work  is  carried  out  at  the 
slaughterhouse  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent. 

Schools. — The  building  of  the  second  stage  of  the  new 
Lockerbie  Academy  is  proceeding  satisfactorily  and  is  expected 
to  be  completed  by  the  autumn  of  I960. 

Housing. — Site  preparation  was  completed,  plans  and 
contract  documents  were  prepared  and  the  building  of  3 ‘2  houses 
for  general  needs  begun  in  September. 

hleven  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  and  one 
oldci  house  modernised  with  the  assistance  of  an  Improvement 
Grant. 
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The  Town  Council  have  purchased  a site  for  10  two-apart- 
ment houses.  When  these  houses  are  completed,  the  Council  will 
close  several  unfit  houses  each  presently  occupied  by  one  or  two 
elderly  people. 


BURGH  OF  MOFFAT 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  22  (11 
males,  11  females).  There  were  two  illegitimate  births. 

During  the  year  17  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  41  (19  males,  22 
females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  16; 
Apoplexy,  6:  Cancer,  12.  There  were  no  deaths  of  children  under 
the  age  of  one  year. 

Infectious  Disease 

Only  one  notification  of  infectious  disease  was  received;  the 
patient  suffered  from  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  M.  Heron,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Burgh  : — 

Water  Supply. — The  town  is  supplied  with  spring  water  byr 
gravitation  from  Granton,  approximately  three  miles  north  of 
Moffat.  Samples  were  taken  quarterly  and  the  water  was  found  to 
be  suitable  for  domestic  use  in  each  instance.  Despite  the  dry 
•summer,  there  was  no  shortage  of  water. 

Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewage  works  comprise  grit  chambers, 
sedimentation  tanks,  percolating  filters,  humus  tanks  and  sludge- 
drying  beds.  The  area  of  the  latter  is  being  increased  from  125  sq. 
yds.  to  247  sq.  yds. 

Refuse  Disposal. — Domestic  refuse  was  collected  twice 
weekly  and  shop  refuse  four  times  weekly.  Disposal  is  by  con- 
trolled tipping  half  a mile  outwitb  the  Burgh  boundary. 

Nuisances. — Several  complaints  were  investigated  and  all 
were  attended  to  on  verbal  intimation  to  the  authors. 

Factories.— There  are  sixteen  factories  within  the  Burgh,  all 
mechanical.  Xo  complaints  arose  during  the  year. 
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Housing. — One  new  house  was  completed  during  the  year. 
Improvements  at  one  house  attracted  an  Improvement  Grant  and 
one  a Standard  Grant.  A closing  order  was  made  in  respect  of  one 
house. 

Details  of  the  houses  owned  or  factored  by  the  Town  Council 
are  as  follows  : — 

Pre-War  Houses 

1919  

1924  

1930  

1935  

Post-War  Houses 

Gowanlea  Flats 
Arcon  Temporary 
Cruden 
Traditional 

Total  ... 


BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  42  (22T 
males,  20  females)  of  which  three  were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  31  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  38  (22  males,  16 
females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  16; 
Apoplexy,  7;  Cancer,  5.  There  were  no  deaths  of  children  under 
the  age  of  one  year. 
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Infectious  Disease 

Eleven  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received: 
Scarlet  Fever,  5;  Whooping  Cough.  2;  Erysipelas,  1;  Influenzal 
Pneumonia,  1;  Dysentery,  2. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
i supplied  by  Mr  Kenneth  Phillips,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
Burgh  : — 

Water  Supply.— The  supply  is  brought  by  the  Glendvnc  and 
Mossend  intake  pipes  to  the  Clenries  Reservoir  which  holds 
! 250,000  gallons  or  H days’  supply.  The  water  is  treated  bv  three, 
i slow  sand  filters  and  stored  and  chlorinated  in  two  tanks  with  a 
i total  capacity  of  135,000  gallons.  The  filters  are  overloaded  and 
i require  frequent  attention. 

It  was  necessary  only  for  short  periods  in  May  and  September 
i to  augment  the  supply  from  the  County  Council’s  Euohan  supply. 

Routine  samples  submitted  for  examination  gave  satisfactory 
i results. 

Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewage  disposal  works  are  inadequate 
to  deal  with  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  sewage  received  from 
the  town  and  the  creamery.  The  effluent  was  considered  by  the 
River  Board  to  be  constantly  unsatisfactory. 

Plans  of  a new  system  are  being  prepared  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  work  will  be  put  in  hand  at  an  early  date. 

Refuse  Disposal. — Household  and  shop  refuse  is  collected 
twice  weekly  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  and 
processed  at  their  plant  at  Knockenjig. 

Burial  Grounds. — Forty-seven  interments  took  place  during 
the  year. 

Housing. — The  housing  survey  figures  were  amended  as 
follows  : — 

Number  of  fit  houses...  ...  ...  ...  ...  562 

Number  of  sub-standard  houses  ...  ...  ...  150 

Number  of  unfit  houses  which  could  not  be  rendered 

fit  at  reasonable  cost  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

No  houses  were  built  or  conditioned  by  the  Council  during  the 
year.  Plans  have  been  prepared  for  twelve  new  houses  at  Waugh 
Drive. 

Factories. — There  are  23  mechanical  and  5 non- mechanical 
factories  in  the  Burgh.  Nineteen  contraventions  of  the  Factories’ 
Act  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  occupiers. 


